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Revision of the instructions from the flag states on the 
implementation of MSC.1/Circ.1206 regarding periodic 
servicing and maintenance of lifeboats, launching 
appliances and on-load release gear 

 

Technical 
Information 

    
  No. TEC-0721 
  Date 26 December 2007 

To whom it may concern 

Instructions from the several flag states on the implementation of MSC.1/Circ.1206 regarding periodic 
servicing and maintenance of lifeboats, launching appliances and on-load release gear were informed 
by ClassNK Technical Information No. TEC-0693 dated 12 April 2007. 
 
As Malta, Vanuatu and Vietnam have informed us of new/revised instructions, we update the 
information of said instructions on this matter. 
 
Please replace the attachment of the ClassNK Technical Information No. TEC-0693 dated 12 April 
2007 “Instructions from the flag states on the implementation of MSC.1/Circ.1206” with the attached 
“Instructions from the flag states on the implementation of MSC.1/Circ.1206 (2007.11)”. 
 
 
For any questions about the above, please contact: 
 
NIPPON KAJI KYOKAI (ClassNK) 
Survey Department, Administration Center, Head Office 
Address: 4-7 Kioi-cho, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 102-8567, Japan  
Tel.: +81-3-5226-2027 
Fax: +81-3-5226-2029 
E-mail: svd@classnk.or.jp 

Attachment: Instructions from the flag states on the implementation of MSC.1/Circ.1206 (2007.11) 
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Instructions from the flag states on the implementation of MSC.1/Circ.1206 (2007.11) 
Flag Instructions Individual authorization/acceptance from 

the flag states for alternative service 
suppliers (in accordance with paragraph 9 
of Annex 1 to MSC.1/Circ.1206) 

Thorough examination by the 
ship’s personnel not certified by the 
manufacturers 

Antigua and 
Barbuda 

The Administration will keep MSC.1/Circ.1206 on a 
recommendatory level for the time being. 

N/A  

Bahamas The Company is responsible for assessing and selecting a suitable 
competent person and appropriate procedures relating to this 
activity must be established within the Safety Management System.
Refer to THE BAHAMAS MARITIME AUTHORITY 
INFORMATION BULLETIN No. 87, Revision No.1 
(Appendix 1). 

Not necessary  

Belize Refer to the Merchant Shipping Notice MSN-25(Appendix 2). Necessary 
(In accordance with paragraph 9 in Annex 
1 of the MSC.1/Circ.1206, the 
Administration may authorize 
Organization other than the manufacturer, 
the manufacturer’s representative or a 
person appropriately trained and certified 
by the manufacturer.) 

 

Cyprus Refer to Circular No. 02/2007(Appendix 3). Necessary 
(The Department of Merchant Shipping 
must be informed in writing on case by 
case basis and the consent must be 
obtained.) 

 
 

Greece Refer to the instruction Ref. No. 4338.1/01/2007 (Appendix 4). Not necessary The experienced crew members 
who familiar with the operations 
may carry out the examination and 
tests specified in III/20.11.1.2 and 
11.2.2 of SOLAS on the conditions. 
(Witness to operation tests by 
Surveyor is required.) 
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Instructions from the flag states on the implementation of MSC.1/Circ.1206 (2007.11) 
Flag Instructions Individual authorization/acceptance from 

the flag states for alternative service 
suppliers (in accordance with paragraph 9 
of Annex 1 to MSC.1/Circ.1206) 

Thorough examination by the 
ship’s personnel not certified by the 
manufacturers 

Hong Kong The company is responsible for employing a competent service 
provider to conduct the required examinations and tests under 
SOLAS Chapter III/20.11.1.2 and 20.11.2.2 and “Specific 
Procedures for Maintenance and Servicing” in MSC.1/Circ.1206.  
Refer to “Guidelines for periodic servicing and maintenance of 
lifeboats, launching appliances and on-load release gears” 
(Appendix 5). 

Not necessary  

Isle of Man Refer to Manx Shipping Circular MSN009 (Revised on February 
2007) (Appendix 6). 

Not necessary The annual thorough examination 
and operational test of the 
launching appliances may be 
conducted by ship’s personnel. 

Japan In principle, servicing should be carried out by the manufacturer’s 
representative or a person appropriately trained and certified by the 
manufacturer. In case where such certified service provider is not 
available, please contact us in advance 

N/A  

Liberia Refer to the instructions (Appendix 7). Necessary 
(An acceptance of a third party facility - 
which is not certified by the manufacturer 
- will be determined for every ship on a 
case by case basis.) 

 

Malaysia Refer to the Instruction (72) dlm IPL 6000/420 (Appendix 8). Not necessary Trained ship’s personnel is 
authorized to perform the servicing. 
(Witness by Surveyor is required.) 
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Instructions from the flag states on the implementation of MSC.1/Circ.1206 (2007.11) 
Flag Instructions Individual authorization/acceptance from 

the flag states for alternative service 
suppliers (in accordance with paragraph 9 
of Annex 1 to MSC.1/Circ.1206) 

Thorough examination by the 
ship’s personnel not certified by the 
manufacturers 

Malta An organization or person nominated by the Company. The 
Company is responsible for assessing and selecting a suitable 
organization or person and therefore appropriate procedures 
relating thereto must be established within the Company's 
Safety Management System. The attending Classification 
Society Surveyor should be satisfied with the organization's or 
person's ability to undertake the work involved. All related 
work by the organization or person shall be carried out in the 
presence of the Classification Society Surveyor 
Refer to the instructions (Appendix 9). 

Not necessary  

Marshall Islands Marine Safety Advisory No.1-07(Appendix 10) Not necessary Annual thorough examination of 
the launching appliances and 
dynamic test of braking test with 
load of empty boat may be 
conducted by ship’s personnel. 
(Witness to operation tests by 
Surveyor is required.) 

Panama the Administrations policy is to handle these matters on a case by 
case basis.  (Publishing of a Merchant Marine Circular is still 
uncertain.) 
 

Necessary  

Singapore In cases where the manufacturer is unable to provide the service, 
the Company may permit a service provider to carry out the work if 
the Company has determined that the service provider has sufficient 
technical knowledge and experience and is competent to do the 
work. 
Refer to SHIPPING CIRCULAR No. 4 of 2006 (Attachment 11). 

Not necessary  
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Instructions from the flag states on the implementation of MSC.1/Circ.1206 (2007.11) 
Flag Instructions Individual authorization/acceptance from 

the flag states for alternative service 
suppliers (in accordance with paragraph 9 
of Annex 1 to MSC.1/Circ.1206) 

Thorough examination by the 
ship’s personnel not certified by the 
manufacturers 

St. Vincent and 
Grenadines 

Refer to Circular No. SOL 012-Rev.2 (Appendix 12) Not necessary The annual thorough examination 
and operational test of the 
launching appliances may be 
conducted by ship’s personnel. 
(Witness to operation tests by 
Surveyor is required.) 

Vanuatu it is necessary to conduct the annual thorough examinations of 
launching appliances and lifeboats specified in Reg. 
III/20.11.1.2 and 20.11.2.2 of SOLAS under the following 
conditions: 
1. Exanimations and relating operation tests should be carried 

out in accordance with the manuals developed by the 
manufacture and Appendix to MSC.1/Circ.1206 "Specific 
procedures for maintenance and servicing." 

2. Exanimations and related operational tests should be 
conducted by appropriately trained persons/service provider 
who is nominated by the company under their responsibility, 
as defined in Reg. IX/1.2 of SOLAS, in case where the 
manufacturer's representative or a person appropriately 
trained and certified by the manufacturer for the work to be 
done is not available. 

3. Upon completion of the examination and tests, the records of 
the examinations and tests should be made by the 
persons/service provider who conducts them. 

Not necessary  

Vietnam Refer to VR Techinical Information No. 019KT/07TB.E dated 
11 July 2007(Appendix 13) 

Not necessary The person who performed job 
(general examination and tests of 
launching appliances and on-load 
release gears of lifeboats/rescue 
boats as per Reg. III/20.11.1.2 
and 20.11.2.2 of SOLAS) should 
have properly understanding and 
familiar with the work described 
in MSC.1/Circ.1206.  
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Instructions from the flag states on the implementation of MSC.1/Circ.1206 (2007.11) 
 

Appendices： 

1. THE BAHAMAS MARITIME AUTHORITY INFORMATION BULLETIN No. 87, Revision No.1 

2. Merchant Shipping Notice MSN-25 (Belize) 

3. Circular No. 02/2007 (Cyprus) 

4. Ref. No. 4338.1/01/2007 (Greece) 

5. Guidelines for periodic servicing and maintenance of lifeboats, launching appliances and on-load release gears (Hong Kong) 

6. Manx Shipping Circular MSN009 (Revised on February 2007) 
7. Instruction from The Liberian International Ship & Corporate Registry 

8. Instruction (72) dlm IPL 6000/420 (Malaysia) 

9. Instruction from Malta Maritime Authority 

10. Marine Safety Advisory No.1-07 (Marshall Islands) 

11. SHIPPING CIRCULAR No. 4 of 2006 Circular (Singapore) 

12. Circular No. SOL 012-Rev.2 (St. Vincent and Grenadines) 

13. VR Techinical Information No. 019KT/07TB.E (Vietnam) 
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BMA INFORMATION BULLETIN No. 87  
 

SAFETY OF LIFEBOAT ONLOAD RELEASE GEAR 
 
Guidance and Instructions for Ship-owners, Managers, Masters, Bahamas 
Recognised Organisations and Bahamas Approved Nautical Inspectors 
 
Note: This Bulletin supersedes the previous BMA Information Bulletin No. 87 and is to 

be read in conjunction with BMA Information Bulletin No. 72 and IMO Circulars 
MSC/Circ.1206 

 
 
1. Introduction 
 
 This Bulletin gives guidance on the approach of The Bahamas to the amended 

SOLAS Regulation III/20 and the associated IMO Circular MSC/Circ.1206. It is 
issued to support BMA Information Bulletin no. 72 pending further discussions 
at IMO. 

 
 
2. Background 

 
2.1 The issue of lifeboat safety remains a significant concern and the Maritime 

Safety Committee of the International Maritime Organisation has, following 
discussions in MSC 81 of June 2006, issued IMO Circular MSC/Circ.1206 
Measures to Prevent Accidents with Lifeboats  

 
2.2 This Circular is intended to clarify the policy adopted by the BMA in response to 

these two important circulars, in the light of on-going discussion at IMO which 
may mandate amendments to SOLAS in future. 
 

 

Appendix 1-1



B87 
Issue Date: 12 April 2007�

Contact:  tech@bahamasmaritime.com      2 of 4                                    Revision no 01 
               www.bahamasmaritime.com   
 

3. Amended SOLAS Regulations III/20.3.3 & III/20.11 
 

3.1 SOLAS Regulation III/20.3.3 
 

 This Regulation refers to maintenance, testing and inspection of all life-saving 
equipment and requires that these activities – where they relate to lifeboats, 
launching appliances and on-load release gear – are carried out as described 
below. It must be noted that specific requirements regarding annual thorough 
examination and testing of launching appliances and on-load release gear are 
contained within SOLAS Regulation III/20.11. 
 

3.2 SOLAS Regulation III/20.11 
 

3.2.1 This Regulation refers specifically to verification of periodic service activities 
and annual thorough examination of lifeboat launching appliances and on-load 
release gear. The regulation requires that the examination is to be performed at 
the time of the annual Safety Equipment survey by “properly trained personnel 
familiar with the system”.  
 

3.2.2 For the purposes of this Regulation the BMA considers that “properly trained 
personnel familiar with the system” may be: 
representatives of the manufacturer, or: 

i. representatives of an organisation authorised or certified by the 
manufacturer, or;  

ii. representatives of an organisation authorised under the provisions of 
paragraph 9 of Annex 1 of IMO Circular MSC/Circ/.1206, or; 

iii. other “competent persons1” appointed by the Company in accordance with 
paragraph 6 below. 
 

 
4. Status of MSC/Circ.1206 
 
4.1 SOLAS Regulation III/20.3.1 states that “…maintenance, testing and 

inspections shall be carried out based on the guidelines…” (IMO Circular 
MSC/Circ.1206)  and, while guidelines are not mandatory, the BMA expects that 
they will be utilised by competent persons and strongly recommends their use 
(as far as practicable) to all Companies which operate Bahamas ships. 
 

4.2 Following the guidelines of IMO Circular MSC/Circ.1206 will demonstrate that 
the Company has acted responsibly in meeting the relevant Regulation. 

 
 

                                                           
�
�See BMA Inforation Bulletin No. 89 for further details regarding the definition of “competent person”�
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5. Requirements for Personnel Performing Inspection, Servicing and Repair 
 
5.1 MSC/Circ.1206 Annex 1 paragraph 15 requires that the manufacturer’s 

representative, or the person authorised by the manufacturer, issues a 
statement of fitness for purpose of the lifeboat arrangements on completion of 
repairs, thorough servicing and annual servicing.  
 

5.2 It is noted that there are many vessels fitted with lifeboats, launching appliances 
and on-load release gear where either the manufacturer is no longer available 
to carry out this function or lack the capacity to meet the needs for the world-
wide fleet.  

 
5.3 It is the intention of SOLAS Regulation III/20 as supported by IMO Circular 

MSC/Circ.1206 that the manufacturer, or its authorised agent, will perform the 
service, maintenance, repair, inspection and examination activities covered by 
SOLAS Regulation III/20.11 and the Company is expected to engage the 
manufacturer for this purpose wherever practicable.  
 

5.4 However, in the absence of the manufacturer etc., or where service from the 
manufacturer etc. cannot reasonably be obtained, these activities may be 
carried out by some other “competent person”. 
 

 
6. Authorisation of Competent Persons 

 
6.1 It should be noted that the BMA does not authorise persons to perform the 

activities of the manufacturer under Annex 1 paragraph 9 of IMO Circular 
MSC/Circ.1206.  
 
In line with the responsibilities specified in Annex 1 paragraph 6 the Company is 
responsible for assessing and selecting a suitable competent person, and 
appropriate procedures relating to this activity must be established within the 
Safety Management System.  

 
6.2 The Company is responsible for ensuring that the competent person carrying 

out the service, maintenance, repair, and inspection and examination activities 
covered by SOLAS Regulation III/20.11 is able to present the attending 
Surveyor with suitable documentary evidence of competence.  

 
6.3 The Recognised Organisation shall, as part of its survey activities and as far as 

practicable, verify that the person performing inspection and testing activities 
related to SOLAS Regulation III/20.11 has been certified by the manufacturer, in 
accordance with Annex 1 paragraph 10, or the Company accordance with 6.1 
above 
 
 

Appendix 1-3
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7. Records 
 
 Records of all activities relating to the referenced regulations must be retained 

on board for inspection by Bahamas Approved Nautical Inspectors, Recognised 
Organisation Surveyors/Auditors and Port State Control Officers. 
 

Appendix 1-4
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MINISTRY OF COMMUNICATIONS AND WORKS 
DEPARTMENT OF MERCHANT SHIPPING 

LEMESOS  
 
09 February 2007 
 
Circular No. 02 / 2007 
 
TEN 5.13.09 
TEN 4.28.03.5 
ΤΕΝ 16.17.18 
 
To all Owners, Managers  
and Representatives  
of ships under the Cyprus Flag. 
 
To all recognised Classification Societies  
and Inspectors of Cyprus Ships 
 
Subject: Measures to Prevent Accidents with Lifeboats  
 
The Maritime Safety Committee of the International Maritime Organization at its 81st session 
in May 2006, held a discussion on measures to prevent accidents with lifeboats and issued 
circulars 1206 – “Measures to Prevent Accidents with Lifeboats” and 1207 – “Early 
Implementation of Draft SOLAS Regulation III/19.3.3.4.”. 
 
Furthermore, issues related to MSC.1 / Circ. 1206 were discussed during the MSC 82nd 
session, held between November 29 and December 8, 2006. As a result of those discussions, 
the Committee recognizing the practical difficulties in the implementation of MSC.1 / Circ. 
1206, mainly those problems identified in relation to the training and certification of persons / 
companies by the manufacturers, and the adequate geographical coverage of such 
manufacturers representation, agreed to keep the said Circular as non-mandatory at this stage, 
until all difficulties have been overcome.   
 
Following the above discussions, the Department of Merchant Shipping wishes to clarify the 
policy adopted by the Government of the Republic of Cyprus in response to these two 
important IMO circulars. 
 
 
MEASURES TO PREVENT ACCIDENTS WITH LIFEBOATS 
MSC.1/Circ. 1206 (Attachment 1)  
 
The MSC.1 / Circ. 1206 is hereby brought to your attention as Guidelines for periodic 
servicing and maintenance of lifeboats, launching appliances and on-load release gear; 
Guidance on safety during abandon-ship drills using lifeboats; and Guidelines for simulated 
launching of free-fall lifeboats. 
 

1

  REPUBLIC     OF CYPRUS 
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Paragraph 12 of Annex I of the MSC.1 / Circ. 1206 requires all inspections (apart from the 
weekly and monthly inspections) to be conducted by the manufacturer’s representative or a 
person appropriately trained and certified by the manufacturer for the work to be done. 
 
Recognizing the practical difficulties in the implementation of Paragraph 12, Annex I of the 
MSC.1/Circ. 1206, our interpretation of this matter is that the thorough examination (as 
required by the amended regulation 20.11/Chapter III of SOLAS 74), servicing and repairs of 
lifeboat launching appliances and on-load release mechanisms may be carried out in 
accordance with the “Specific Procedures for Maintenance and Servicing” contained in the 
Appendix of MSC.1/Circ. 1206, either by:  
 

(1) The manufacturer’s representative or a person appropriately trained and certified by 
the manufacturer for the work to be done. 

 
(2) A senior ship’s officer provided that the officer has received appropriate training by 

the manufacturer of the launching device and the on-load release mechanism. 
Documentary evidence confirming the receipt of such training must be presented and 
satisfy the attending surveyor. 

 
(3) A service provider, authorised under the provisions of paragraph 9 of Annex 1 of 

MSC.1 / Circ.1206, by one of the following competent Authorities: 
 
                1. Member States of the European Union  
                2. United States of America 
                3. Canada 
                4. Japan 
                5. Australia 
                6. China 
                7. Norway 
                8. Russia 
                
Furthermore, if none of the above options can be applied, the thorough examination (as 
required by the amended regulation 20.11/Chapter III of SOLAS 74), servicing and repair of 
lifeboat launching appliances and on-load release mechanisms may be carried out in 
accordance with the “Specific Procedures for Maintenance and Servicing” contained in the 
Appendix of MSC.1/Circ. 1206, either by:  
 

(i) A service provider approved (for the work to be done) by the vessel’s Classification 
Society and/or a Classification Society recognized by the Republic of Cyprus, or  

 
(ii) An experienced service provider which is not approved by a Classification Society 

recognized by the Republic of Cyprus but is recommended by the vessel’s 
Classification Society. For this option only, the examination must be carried out under 
the attendance and to the satisfaction of the attending Surveyor. 

 
The Department of Merchant Shipping must be informed in writing on case by case basis and 
our consent must be obtained before any one of the above two options (i) or (ii) is applied. 
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EARLY IMPLEMENTATION OF DRAFT SOLAS REGULATION III/19.3.3.4 
MSC.1/Circular 1207 (Attachment 2)  
 
The Maritime Safety Committee at its 81st session held in May 2006, approved for 
subsequent adoption a proposed draft amendment to SOLAS regulation III/19.3.3.4 
concerning provisions for the launch of free-fall lifeboats during abandon-ship drills. This 
amendment aims to prevent accidents with lifeboats occurring during abandon-ship drills.  
 
During the abandon-ship drill, this amendment allows the lifeboat to be launched either by 
free-fall with only the required operating crew on board, or lowered into the water by 
secondary means of launching without the operating crew on board, and then manoeuvred in 
the water by the operating crew.  
 
In the meantime, the Maritime Safety Committee issued the MSC.1/Circ. 1207 which advises 
the Contracting Governments to implement the said amendment prior to its scheduled date of 
entry into force. 
 
Taking into consideration the intention of MSC.1/Circ.1207 in relation to the safe conduct of 
drills involving launching of free-fall lifeboats, The Government of the Republic of Cyprus 
consents to the immediate application of the said amendment. 
 
This circular supersedes my Circular No. 31/2005 issued on 18 October 2005. 
 
This Circular must be placed on board ships flying the Cyprus Flag. 
 

 

 

S. S. Serghiou 
Director 
Department of Merchant Shipping 
 
 
 
cc:  Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Communications and Works 

Maritime Offices of the Department of Merchant Shipping abroad 
Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
Diplomatic and Consular Missions of the Republic 
Honorary Consular Officers of the Republic 
Cyprus Shipping Council 
Cyprus Union of Shipowners 
PEO Trade Union 
SEK Trade Union 
Cyprus Bar Association 

                      
 
 
 
AF 
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DEPARTMENT OF TRADE AND INDUSTRY 
 

The maintenance and testing of launching appliances and release 
arrangements for lifeboats, rescue boats and liferafts 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Documents referred to in this notice: 

The International Life-Saving Appliance (LSA) Code  

SOLAS Ch III 

MSC/Circ 1206, 1215 

 
1. Documentation 

 
The instructions for maintenance of the launching appliances and release 
arrangements should be provided on board in English. 
 
Suitable records must be maintained on board for the examinations and 
testing described below.  The competent person, properly trained person, 
or class surveyor should issue a report for any examination or test 
conducted or witnessed.  It is recommended that these reports are filed 
alongside the service records for liferaft/FFA/BA sets etc. within the 
vessel’s document control system. 
 
The class surveyor conducting safety equipment surveys will review this 
documentation for completeness.   

This MSN outlines the Isle of Man Ship Registry requirements for the 
maintenance and testing of launching appliances and release arrangements 
for lifeboats, rescue boats and liferafts, taking the recommendations of 
MSC 82 into account.  The requirements are summarised in Annex I. 
At MSC 82 it was decided not to make MSC Circular 1206 mandatory.  The 
amendments to SOLAS Chapter III and the LSA Code (resolutions 
MSC.201(81), MSC.207(81), MSC.216(82) and MSC.218(82)) were adopted 
and will become effective 1/7/2008.  MSC.1 Circ. 1215 urges Flag States to 
implement these SOLAS & LSA Code amendments early. 
 
Most regulations and notices, along with casualty reports, are available on 
the Isle of Man Government web site:  http://www.gov.im/dti/shipping or by 
contacting marine.survey@gov.im 

MSN 009 
 

MANX SHIPPING NOTICE 
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2. Qualifications 

 
• A ‘competent person’ is defined as:- 

o A person who is trained and has the necessary skills, practical 
experience and knowledge of the type of lifting appliances and 
gears which he is required to inspect.  He is to be provided with 
the necessary tools and spare parts together with manufacturers 
recommended maintenance instructions. 

o This person is not necessarily a member of the vessel’s crew but 
may be the Master, Chief Engineer, Chief Officer or Second 
Engineer subject to the above criteria. 
 
 

• A ‘properly trained person’ familiar with the system is defined as:- 
o Ideally 

 a representative of the manufacturer 
 a person suitably trained by them 
 a representative of an organisation authorised by them. 

o If such person is not in existence or is unavailable, the owners 
should select another suitable shore side specialist with a 
proven experience in conducting this type of work.  This 
selection is the responsibility of the Owners/Managers, who 
should include criteria/procedures within their Safety 
Management Systems to handle this.  The Isle of Man Ship 
Registry will not approve these specialists.    
 
 

3. Maintenance of launching appliance falls 
 
At all inspections special attention should be paid to areas passing through 
sheaves. 
 
Falls:- 
• Shall be maintained by ship’s crew in accordance with the instructions 

for on board maintenance; 
• Shall be examined during the time window for (but not necessarily at) 

each safety equipment survey, by a competent person; and 
• Shall be renewed whenever necessary due to deterioration or at   

intervals not exceeding 5 years, whichever is earlier. 
 
There is no longer any requirement for ‘end for ending’ after 2½ years.  
There is no longer any dispensation for stainless steel falls. 
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4. Launching appliances 
 
All launching appliances (including the secondary means of launching 
freefall lifeboats):- 

• Shall be maintained by ship’s crew in accordance with the 
instructions for on board maintenance; 

• Shall be subjected to a thorough examination, by a competent 
person, during the time window for (but not necessarily at) each 
safety equipment survey; 

• Shall, on the completion of every thorough examination, be 
subjected to a dynamic test of the winch brake at maximum 
lowering speed).  The load to be applied shall be the mass of the 
lifeboat without persons aboard.  This should be performed by a 
competent person.  Due care should be taken with freefall boats; 
and 

• Shall be subjected to a 110% dynamic test of the winch brake at 
maximum lowering speed at intervals not exceeding 5 years.  The 
load to be applied is 1.1 times the weight of the survival craft or 
rescue boat and its full complement of persons and equipment.  
This test should be witnessed by a Class Surveyor.  
 

5. Release Arrangements 
 
Lifeboat/rescue boat on-load release gear, including freefall lifeboat 
release systems and davit launched liferaft automatic release hooks:- 

• Shall be maintained by ship’s crew in accordance with the 
instructions for on board maintenance; 

• Shall be subject to a thorough examination and operational test 
during the time window for (but not necessarily at) each safety 
equipment survey by a properly trained person familiar with the 
system; 

• Shall be overhauled by a properly trained person familiar with the 
system at intervals not exceeding 5 years;  and 

• Shall on completion of overhaul be operationally tested under a 
load of 1.1 times the total weight of the survival craft or rescue 
boat with its full complement of persons and equipment.  This test 
should be witnessed by a Class Surveyor.  
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Definitions 
 
“Launching appliance” is the means of transferring a survival craft or rescue 
boat from its stowed position safely to the water.  This includes the secondary 
means of launching for free-fall boats. 
 
"On-load" release gear is designed to release the lifeboat or rescue boat 
under any conditions of loading from no load, with the boat waterborne, to a 
load of 1.1 times the total mass of the boat when loaded with its full 
complement of persons and equipment. 
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ANNEX I – SUMMARY 

 
 Competent 

Person 
Properly 
Trained 
Person 

Witnessed by 
Class 

Surveyor 

Regular maintenance of launching appliance 
& falls as per PMS 

   

Annual & 5 yearly examination of launching 
appliance & falls 

   

Annual dynamic test winch brake (boat 
empty) 

   

5 yearly test of winch brake (110%)    

Annual examination & 5 yearly overhaul of 
on-load release  gear    

Annual examination & 5 yearly overhaul of 
freefall lifeboat release systems    

Annual examination & 5 yearly overhaul of 
davit launched liferaft automatic release 
hooks 

   

5 yearly test of on-load release gear 
(110%)    

5 yearly test of freefall lifeboat release 
systems (110%)    

5 yearly test of davit launched liferaft 
automatic release hooks (110%)    

 
• A ‘competent person’ is defined as:- 

o A person who is trained and has the necessary skills, practical experience 
and knowledge of the type of lifting appliances and gears which he is 
required to inspect.  He is to be provided with the necessary tools and spare 
parts together with manufacturers recommended maintenance instructions. 

o This person is not necessarily a member of the vessel’s crew but may be the 
Master, Chief Engineer, Chief Officer or Second Engineer subject to the 
above criteria. 
 
 

• A ‘properly trained person’ familiar with the system is defined as:- 
o Ideally 

 a representative of the manufacturer 
 a person suitably trained by them 
 a representative of an organisation authorised by them. 

o If such person is not in existence or is unavailable, the owners should select 
another suitable shore side specialist with a proven experience in conducting 
this type of work.  This selection is the responsibility of the 
Owners/Managers, who should include criteria/procedures within their Safety 
Management Systems to handle this.  The Isle of Man Ship Registry will not 
approve these specialists.    
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Instruction from The Liberian International Ship & Corporate Registry 

 

If this is not a reasonable alternative, we may accept a non-manufacturer certified third party service 

facility nominated by the owner or the vessel's class society to carry out the thorough examination, 

servicing, and testing of the lifeboat, the launching appliances and on-load releasing gear subject to 

the following conditions: 

1. The manufacturer's service and maintenance manuals must be available on board for the lifeboat, 

the lifeboat launching appliance and the on-load release gear.  

2. All testing, repairs, and maintenance to the lifeboat, the lifeboat launching appliances and on load 

releasing gear must be carried out in accordance with the manufacturer's instructions and manuals, 

the instructions required by SOLAS Reg. III/36, and to the satisfaction of the attending class society 

surveyor.  

3. The non-manufacturer certified third party facility's procedures for the thorough examination, 

servicing, and testing of the lifeboat, the launching appliances, and on-load releasing gear is 

acceptable to the attending class surveyor.  This does not mean that the third party facility has to be 

on the class society's approved service facility list.  This is a one time review/acceptance for the 

immediate case involving a particular ship.  Preferably the nominated third party facility should be 

one that has previously conducted thorough examinations, servicing, and testing of lifeboat, 

launching appliances, and/or on-load releasing gear for equipment made by other manufacturers. 

4. The class society is satisfied with the qualifications and knowledge of the personnel conducting 

the test.  

5. Upon completion of the examination, servicing, and applicable testing the facility is required to 

prepare a written report of the thorough examination and tests and give it to the attending class 

surveyor.  A copy of this report should be maintained on board the vessel.  A copy would have to 

be sent to this office for inclusion in the vessel's record. The report sent to this office should include 

a copy of the procedures used to carry out the thorough examination, servicing, and applicable 

testing 

 

When requesting the use of a non-manufacturer certified third party facility in addition to providing 

the make and model of the lifeboat launching appliance and releasing gear, we ask that we be 

provided with the following information in addition to any information on the qualifications of the 

third party facility that you can provide: 

 

1.  Year of manufacture of the lifeboat, the lifeboat davits, and the on load releasing gear. 

2.  Confirmation that the manufacturer's service and maintenance manuals available on board for 

the lifeboat, the associated launching appliance and the on-load release gear. 
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3.  Name and qualifications of nominated non-manufacturer certified third party service facility.  

Provide any certification currently held by the facility for servicing and examination of lifeboats and 

their associated launching gear that may have been issued by other lifeboat manufacturers, class 

societies, or government Administrations.   

4.  We would also like to know their history of servicing this type of lifeboat and launching 

appliance by the shipyard. 

5.  Confirmation from the classification Society that they are satisfied with the qualifications and 

knowledge of the personnel conducting the test, and that they will provide oversight of the 

examination and test of the lifeboat, launching appliance and releasing gear. 

6.  Proposed date of commencement of the survey. 

 

An acceptance of a third party facility - which is not certified by the manufacturer - will be 

determined for every ship on a case by case basis.  However, once a third party facility is accepted 

for specific manufacturer's lifeboats and equipment for a vessel operator/owner, there would be no 

need to resubmit all of the data on the facility each time just identify the nominated facility. 
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SOLAS 74 CIII R20 as amended by Res MSC.152(78) and MSC/Circ 1206 

 

 

All Recognized Organizations are kindly requested to note that the instruction hereunder shall be 

implemented with immediate effect and repeals our previous instruction of 18 July 2006 and 

confirmation of 8 January 2007. 

 

 

Reference SOLAS 74 Chapter III Regulation 20.3.1, Regulation 20.11 as amended by Resolution 

MSC.152 (78) and MSC.1/Circ.1206. 

 

The examination, repair and testing of launching appliances and on-load release gear for lifeboats, 

davit-launched liferafts, rescue boats and fast rescue boats shall be based on the guidance contained 

in MSC.1/Circ.1206.  

 

Except for weekly and monthly inspections, MSC.1/Circ.1206 requires that inspection, servicing and 

repair should be conducted by the manufacturer's representative or person trained and certified by 

the Manufacturer. The Company shall endeavour to satisfy this requirement.  

 

However, recognizing the practical difficulties that may be encountered by the Company to source 

manufacturer certified personnel, the inspection, servicing and repair can be carried out by either: 

 

 * an organization or person authorised by a SOLAS Contracting Government in accordance 

with the provisions of Paragraph 9 of Annex I of MSC.1/Circ.1206; or 

 

 * an organization or person nominated by the Company. The Company is responsible for 

assessing and selecting a suitable organization or person and therefore appropriate procedures 

relating thereto must be established within the Company's Safety Management System. The attending 

Classification Society Surveyor should be satisfied with the organization's or person's ability to 

undertake the work involved. All related work by the organization or person shall be carried out in the 

presence of the Classification Society Surveyor; or 

 

 * an organization or person proposed by the vessel's Classification Society;  

 

In any case, the Company shall liase as necessary with the vessel's Classification Society. 

 

The thorough examination of launching appliances, dynamic test of winch brake, annual thorough 

examination of the on-load release gear and operational test shall be credited provided that: 

 

 * the inspection, servicing and repair are carried out in accordance with the manufacturer's 

instructions; and 

 

 * the report(s) and checklist(s) are duly completed and signed by the organization or person 

that carried out the inspection and maintenance work. In addition, the report(s) and checklist(s) shall 
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be counter-signed by the Company's representative or the ship's Master; and 

 

 * the organization or person that carried out the inspection and maintenance work issues, 

upon completion of same, a statement confirming that the launching appliances and on-load release 

gear for the lifeboat, liferaft, rescue boat and fast rescue boats, as applicable, remain fit for purpose.  

 

 

Regards 

John Alden 

Flag and Port State Control Inspector 

Technical Department 

Merchant Shipping Directorate 

Malta Maritime Authority 

Maritime Trade Centre  

Marsa MRS 1917, Malta 

Tel: +356 21250360  

Fax: +356 21241460  

E-mail: john.alden@mma.gov.mt 
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Republic of the Marshall Islands 
Office of the 

MARITIME ADMINISTRATOR 
11495 COMMERCE PARK DRIVE, RESTON, VIRGINIA 20191-1507 

TELEPHONE: (703) 620-4880   FAX: (703) 476-8522 
E-MAIL: maritime@register-iri.com   WEB SITE: www.register-iri.com 

 

 
MSD 001 (11/01) 1 of 2 MSA No. 1-07 

MARINE SAFETY ADVISORY NO. 1-07 
 
To: Regional Marine Safety Offices, Nautical Inspectors, Masters, Owners/Agents 
 
Subject: PERIODIC SERVICING AND MAINTENANCE OF LIFEBOATS, 

LAUNCHING APPLIANCES AND ON-LOAD RELEASE GEAR 
 
Date: 3 January 2007 
 
 
Crew safety during lifeboat drills, training and maintenance, as well as with respect to 
emergency operations is of utmost concern.  Accordingly, this Administration strongly supports 
recent SOLAS initiatives to draw attention to the proper servicing and maintenance of lifeboats, 
launching appliances, and on-load release gear, specifically as detailed guidelines in Annex 1 of 
MSC/Circ.1206.  These guidelines provide an effective, comprehensive blueprint to accomplish 
essential elements for assuring the readiness and functionality of a ship’s life saving appliances, 
while increasing the safety of the vessel’s crew when conducting drills, maintenance or training.  
However, the guideline’s provision that some of the servicing be carried out or verified by the 
manufacturer or a manufacturer-certified provider has proven problematic for many vessel 
owner/operators.  Most manufacturers have not had sufficient opportunity to establish an 
adequate network of certified providers.  Additionally, some manufacturers lack the resources 
to provide these technical services, and some manufacturers are no longer in business. 
 
In recognition of these troublesome issues, the IMO at its MSC 82 meeting has reconsidered the 
implementation of the guidelines and has decided that mandatory implementation be withheld 
until the Organization, member States, classification societies, and the maritime industry have 
developed standards and procedures necessary to certify and verify the capabilities of service 
providers.  Such mandatory implementation is not expected to be sooner than 2010. 
 
Until such time as these provisions of the Circular become mandatory, the maintenance and 
service guidelines in the Annex should be followed for each Marshall Islands flagged vessel 
guided by the following SOLAS III/20 interpretations: 
 
20.11.1 - Launching appliances (davit and winch): 
 
20.11.1.1 - Maintained in accordance with instructions for on-board maintenance.  (May be 
conducted by ship’s personnel.) 
 
20.11.1.2 - Annual Thorough Examination.  (May be conducted by ship’s personnel.) 
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MSD 001 (11/01) 2 of 2 MSA No. 1-07 

20.11.1.3 - Annual Dynamic Test of winch brake with load of empty boat.   (If not conducted 
by manufacturer’s representative, may be conducted by crew or other service provider* and 
witnessed by class survey.) 
 
20.11.1.3 - 5 Year Dynamic Test of winch brake with 1.1 x weight of fully equipped and manned 
boat.  (May be conducted by manufacturer’s representative or other service provider and in 
either case witnessed by class surveyor.) 
 
20.11.2 - Lifeboat on-load release gear: (NOT including life rafts) 
 
20.11.2.1 - Maintained in accordance with instructions for on-board maintenance.  (May be 
conducted by ship’s personnel.) 
 
20.11.2.2 - Annual Thorough Examination and operational test.   (Conducted by 
manufacturer’s representative or other service provider.) 
 
20.11.2.3 - 5 Year Operational test under 1.1 x total mass of lifeboat fully equipped and loaded.  
(Conducted by manufacturer’s representative or other service provider and in either case 
witnessed by class surveyor.) 
 
* If a manufacturer-certified provider is not available, the maintenance and testing may be 
carried out by a service provider who the owner has determined to be competent to conduct this 
service.  The process by which this determination is made should be described within the 
Company’s Safety Management System.  This process should, as a minimum, consider the 
following: 
 
• evidence that service provider’s operation is certified in accordance with a quality standard 

(ISO 9001 or equivalent); 
• service provider’s operations follow standardized procedures; 
• evidence that service provider has servicing experience with vessel’s lifesaving equipment; 

service provider has a record system which provides traceability of work carried out and 
parts used must be maintained. All spare parts used should be the original manufacturer’s 
spare parts. If the equipment manufacturer no longer exists and there are no original spare 
parts then the equipment should be replaced by equipment compliant with the Marine 
Equipment Directive (“Wheelmarked”); 

• service provider has a formal service personnel training program with details of individual 
training and experience. Persons undertaking maintenance should have a least one years 
experience of the maintenance of lifesaving appliances; and 

• all information referred to above is  readily available in case of an accident involving a 
lifeboat serviced by the service provider at the request of the owners or the Administration. 

 
Upon satisfactory completion of the annual thorough examination and the operational dynamic 
winch brake test, the responsible crew member or appointed service provider, as appropriate, 
should complete the ships records and issue statements as required by MSC 1/Circ.1206. 
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CIRCULARS & NOTICES > SHIPPING CIRCULARS

 
No. 4 of 2006
 
08-02-2006
 
CHANGES IN REGULATION III/20 (OPERATIONAL 
READINESS, MAINTENANCE AND INSPECTIONS) OF SOLAS 
74 ADOPTED BY RESOLUTION MSC.152(78) ON 20 MAY 2004 
WITH EFFECT FROM 1 JULY 2006 AND THE REFERENCE TO 
MSC CIRCULAR MSC/Circ.1093 DATED 17 JUNE 2003
 
Applicable to: Shipowners, shipmanagers, shipping-agents, masters and 
officers of Singapore ships

This circular is to inform of the changes to the maintenance requirements 
for launching appliances and on-load release gear stipulated in SOLAS Reg 
III/20 with effect from 1 July 2006.

Regulation III/20.3 (Maintenance) of SOLAS 74 has been amended to say 
that maintenance, testing and inspections of life-saving appliances shall 
be carried out based on the guidelines set out in Circular MSC/Circ.1093 
dated 17 June 2003 issued by IMO and in a manner having due regard to 
ensuring reliability of such appliances.

2 Regulation III/20.11 (Periodic servicing of launching appliances and on-
load release gear) has also been amended to require launching appliances 
to be subjected to a thorough examination at annual surveys in respect of 
the Cargo Ship Safety Equipment Certificate and the Passenger Ship 
Safety Certificate. Upon completion of the thorough examination, the 
launching appliances are required to be subjected to a dynamic test of the 
winch brake at maximum lowering speed. The load to be applied in the 
test is to be the mass of the lifeboat without persons on board, except 
that, at intervals not exceeding 5 years, the test shall be carried out with 
a proof load of 1.1 times the maximum working load of the winch. Before 
the amendment, thorough examination is required at intervals not 
exceeding 5 years.

3 These amendments were adopted by Resolution MSC.152(78) on 20 
May 2004 and will come into force on 1 July 2006.

4 We would like to bring your attention to the above amended 
requirements which will come into effect on 1 July 2006 and the following 
pertinent points in the guidelines set out in MSC Circular MSC/Circ.1093¹ 
(Guidelines for periodic servicing and maintenance of lifeboats, launching 
appliances and on-load release gear) —

 (a) The Company, as defined in SOLAS Regulation IX/1.2, is responsible 
for servicing and maintenance onboard its ships in accordance with SOLAS 
Regulation III/20 (Operational readiness, maintenance and inspections).

 (b) Except for weekly and monthly inspections, and routine maintenance 
as defined by the manufacturer, all inspections, servicing and repair 
should be conducted by the manufacturer’s representative or a person 
appropriately trained and certified by the manufacturer for the work to be 
done.

 (c) In cases where the manufacturer is unable to provide the service 
mentioned in (b) above, the Company may permit a service provider to 
carry out the work if the Company has determined that the service 
provider has sufficient technical knowledge and experience and is 
competent to do the work. The service provider shall be acceptable to the 
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Circulars and Notices

Classification Society which issues the Cargo Ship Safety Equipment 
Certificate or the Passenger Ship Safety Certificate to the vessel.

5 Shipowners, shipmanagers, shipping-agents, masters and officers of 
Singapore ships, and in particular, Companies, as defined in SOLAS 
Regulation IX/1.2, are to take note of the above amended requirements 
and the contents of MSC/Circ.1093. We advise those concerned to take 
pre-emptive measures well before the amended requirements come into 
force on 1 July 2006. Some of these measures are, but not limited to, the 
following:

 (a) ascertain the names and addresses of the manufacturers of the 
launching appliances and on-load release gears on their ships;

 (b) get in touch with the manufacturers or their representatives or a 
person appropriately trained and certified by them for the work to be 
carried out on launching appliances and on-load release gears on their 
ships;

 (c) make contingency plans for the event that the manufacturers are 
unable to provide the service required, or that the manufacturers cannot 
be determined or traced. In this context, seeking out potential service 
providers and making a determination of their technical knowledge and 
experience and competency to carry out the work should form part of the 
contingency plans, including seeking acceptance of the service provider 
from the Classification Society which issues the Cargo Ship Safety 
Equipment Certificate or the Passenger Ship Safety Certificate to the 
vessel.

6 A copy of MSC/Circ.1093 circular (Guidelines for periodic servicing and 
maintenance of lifeboats, launching appliances and on-load release gear) 
can be found in our website under “Circulars & Notices > Shipping 
Notices” at:

http://www.mpa.gov.sg/circulars_and_notices/shipping_notices/
sp_notices.htm

7 Any queries relating to this circular should be directed to Mr. Tan Leong 
Beng at Tel No. 6375 6207.

KHONG SHEN PING
DIRECTOR OF MARINE
MARITIME AND PORT AUTHORITY OF SINGAPORE

¹ MSC/ Circ.1093 (GUIDELINES FOR PERIODIC SERVICING AND 
MAINTENANCE OF LIFEBOATS, LAUNCHING APPLIANCES AND ON-LOAD 
RELEASE GEAR) has been incorporated into Annex 1 of MSC.1/ Circ. 1206 
(MEASURES TO PREVENT ACCIDENTS WITH LIFEBOATS). MSC.1/ 
Circ.1206 through Shipping Circular 18 of 2006, available at:

http://www.mpa.gov.sg/circulars_and_notices/
shipping_circulars/sc06-18.htm

 

http://www.mpa.gov.sg/circulars_and_notices/shipping_circulars/sc06-04.htm (2/2)2006/10/03 13:35:47
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ST. VINCENT AND THE GRENADINES 

MARITIME ADMINISTRATION 

 

 

 
CIRCULAR N° SOL 012 – Rev 2. 

 
 

Chapter III – Reg. 20.11 (MSC 152(78) Adopted On 25  May 2004) 
Periodic Servicing Of Launching Appliances And On-l oad Release Gear 

 
  
TO: SHIPOWNERS & SHIPS’ OPERATORS & MANAGERS 
 SURVEYORS TO FLAG STATE ADMINISTRATION 
 CLASSIFICATION SOCIETIES 
  
  
APPLICABLE TO:  All ships subject to SOLAS 74 as amended 
 
ENTRY INTO FORCE: 01 July 2006 
 
 
Monaco, 8th Jan. 07. 
. 
 
 
MSC 81 approved MSC.1/Circ. 1206 to prevent accidents with lifeboats, which 
consolidated and updated the provisions of the previous MSC circulars on the 
subject. 
A firm decision on whether MSC.1/Circ.1206 should or should not become 
mandatory under SOLAS has not been reached by FSI 14. 
Based on the above, Circular SOL 012 Rev.1, issued before IMO Marine 
Safety Committee meeting MSC 82 in December 2006, in not more valid. 
 
For the time being the following maintenance and service guidelines should be 
followed for each St Vincent and the Grenadines flagged vessel. 
 
 
 
 
Reg. Description of 

requirement 
Interval Conv. 

Lifeboa
t 

Free-fall 
lifeboat 

Rescue 
boat 

Liferaft 

20.11.1 Launching 
appliances 
(davit and 

winch): 

     

20.11.1.1 Maintained in 
accordance with 
instructions for on 
–board 
maintenance. 
May be 
conducted by 
ship’s personnel. 

Manufacturers 
recommendation 

Yes Yes Yes Yes 
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20.11.1.2 Thorough 
examination. . 
May be 
conducted by 
ship’s personnel. 

Annually Yes Yes Yes Yes 

20.11.1.3 Dynamic test of 
winch brake with 
load of empty 
boat. May be 
conducted by 
ship’s personnel. 
To be witnessed 
by Class 
surveyor 

Annually Yes Yes (1) Yes Yes 

20.11.1.3 Dynamic test of 
winch brake with 
1.1 x weight of 
fully equipped 
and manned 
boat. May be 
conducted by 
ship’s personnel. 
To be witnessed 
by Class 
surveyor 

5 years Yes Yes (2) Yes Yes 

20.11.2  Lifeboat on-load 
release gear: 

     

20.11.2.1 Maintained in 
accordance with 
the instructions 
for on-board 
maintenance. 
May be 
conducted by 
ship’s personnel. 

Manufacturers 
recommendation 

Yes (3) N.A. Yes (3) No 

20.11.2.2 Thorough 
examination and 
operational test. 
Conducted by 
Manufacturer’s 
representative or 
other service 
provider. 

Annually Yes (3) N.A. Yes (3) No 

20.11.2.3 Operational test 
under 1.1 x total 
mass of lifeboat 
fully equipped 
and loaded. 
Conducted by 
Manufacturer’s 
representative or 
other service 
provider. To be 
witnessed by 
Class surveyor 

5 years Yes (3) N.A. Yes (3) No  

(1) Dynamic test of free-fall lifeboat secondary means of launching is required only if design 
permits. If design does not permit, meaning that launching is done under power, a controlled 
lowering to the water with empty boat should be conducted. 
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(2) Dynamic test of free-fall lifeboat secondary means of launching is required only if design 
permits. If design does not permit, meaning that launching is done under power, a controlled 
lowering to the water with 1.1 x weight of fully equipped and manned boat should be conducted. 

(3) Only if fitted with on-load release gear. 
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