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J.D. RESOLUTION No. 045-2021 

 

THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE MARITIME AUTHORITY OF PANAMA, using 

its legal powers, and 

 

CONSIDERING: 

 

That Law Decree No. 7 of February 10, 1998, created the Panama Maritime Authority as 

Rector entity of the maritime Sector, unified the different maritime competences of the 

public administration and established that its functions include the following: proposing, 

coordinating, and executing the National Maritime Strategy, recommending policies and 

actions, exercising administrative acts and enforce the legal and regulatory standards 

relating to the maritime sector. 

 

That accordingly, Article 4 of Law Decree No. 7 of February 10, 1998, indicates on its 

numeral 7, that the Panama Maritime Authority has the function of evaluating and 

proposing to the Executive Organ and other State entities, that require so, the necessary 

measures for the adoption of international treaties and conventions regarding the 

activities performed within the maritime sector. 

  

That within the organic structure of the Panama Maritime Authority is the General 

Directorate of Seafarers (GDS), an administrative services program execution body and 

whose internal operation and organization is in accordance to what is specified in Law 

Decree No. 7 of February 10, 1998, modified by Law No. 57 of August 6, 2008, and in 

the regulations issued to develop it. 

 

That according to numeral 1 of article 33, of the abovementioned regulation, the General 

Directorate of Seafarers of the Panama Maritime Authority has among its tasks, to 

enforce the legal regulations in force on education, training, certification and 

watchkeeping of seafarers, in accordance with the provisions of the international 

conventions ratified by the Republic of Panama. 

 

That in compliance with number 5 of article 33 of Law Decree No. 7 from February 10, 

1998, the General Directorate of Seafarers has the task of performing the inspections 

about the work conditions, life and accommodation of the crewmembers of ships with 

Panamanian flag, to assure the strict application of national laws and international 

conventions ratified by the Republic of Panama regarding work at sea and navigational 

ways.    

 

That the Republic of Panama is a member of the International Labour Organization 

(ILO) and a signatory of Convention number 68 regarding Food and Catering (Ships' 

Crews), Convention No. 92 regarding Accommodation of  Crew on board, Convention 

number 126 regarding Accommodation of Crews (Fishermen), and  on Maritime Labour 

Convention, 2006, therefore it corresponds to the Panama Maritime Authority through 

the General Directorate of Seafarers to assure the compliance with the national and 

international regulations in force, on the ships of Panamanian flag. 

 

That by means of Law No. 2 of January 6, 2009, the Republic of Panama ratified the 

Maritime Labour Convention, 2006 (MLC), adopted on February 23, 2006 by the 94th 

Meeting (Maritime) from the General Conference of the International Labour 

Organization (ILO).   
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That the Executive Decree No. 86 of February 22, 2013, regulated the Maritime Labour 

Convention 2006, as amended (MLC, 2006, as amended), modified by the Executive 

Decree N° 160 of March 3, 2021. 

 

That J.D. Resolution No. 011-2005 of July 26, 2005, regulated the mechanisms for the 

issuance of the Certificate of Inspection of Crew Accommodation (CICA), issued by the 

General Directorate of Seafarers of the Panama Maritime Authority for the ships of 

Panamanian Registry.    

 

That by means of J.D. Resolution No. 019-2005 of November 24, 2005, the new 

Regulations on the Recognized Organizations was issued, to perform inspections and 

issue certificates for the ships of the National Merchant Marine in the name of the 

Republic of Panama.   

 

That Article Twelfth of the J.D. Resolution No. 064-2010 of July 22, 2010, established 

the updated tariff for the issuance of the Certificate of Inspection of Crew 

Accommodation (CICA), for the ships of Panamanian Registry. 

 

That by means of J.D. Resolution No. 076-2020 of October 8, 2020, the Board of 

Directors of the Panama Maritime Authority, approved the Standards of Training, 

Certification and Watchkeeping for the Seafarers working onboard ships of maritime 

navigation according to the STCW´78 Convention, as amended, which contains 

regulations for the training and certification of the seafarers, in compliance with the 

provisions established on the  Convention on Standards of Training, Certification and 

Watchkeeping for Seafarers, 1978, as amended (STCW´78, Convention, as amended) 

and its STCW Code. 

 

That Chapter XXI from J.D. Resolution No. 076-2020 of October 8, 2020, details that the 

General Directorate of Seafarers established the administrative and/or monetary  

penalties for the cases of breach of the national and international standards adopted by 

the Republic of Panama,  on issues related to the seafarers; it also describes the cases 

to be considered as causes for the application of  the administrative and/or monetary 

penalties, as well as the people subjected to the application of penalties, and the kind of 

administrative and/or monetary penalties applicable to all natural or legal persons who 

breach the requirements established on the national and international standards 

adopted by the Republic of Panama.   

 

That by means of J.D. Resolution No. 012-2021 of February 25, 2021, the Board of 

Directors of the Panama Maritime Authority created the Evaluation Committee, as an 

entity under the General Directorate of Seafarers and authorized the General Director of 

Seafarers to decide the administrative and/or monetary measures to be applied to the 

people subjected to penalties and who have incurred in the breach or non-compliance of 

the national and international standards in force and adopted by the Republic of 

Panama.    

 

That the General Directorate of Seafarers continues strengthening the processes of 

inspection regarding the accommodation and catering service to the crew employed 

onboard ships of Panamanian flag, therefore it seeks to regulate on one single text the 

mechanisms for the issuance of the Certificate of Inspection of Crew Accommodation 

(CICA) according to the International Conventions ratified by the Republic of Panama  



No. 29337                                                                     Digital Official Gazette, Friday July 23, 2021                                                                3 
    
 
J.D. Resolution No. 045-2021 
Panama, June 29, 2021 

PMA-Regulation for the Issuance of a Certificate of Inspection of Accommodation for the Crewmembers   (CICA). 
Page. No.  3  

 

and the national legislation in force and establishes parameters for the issuance of such 

certificates.   

 

That it is necessary to update, adequate and enforce the national legal standards 

according to the provisions and amendments performed to the International Conventions 

from which the Republic of Panama is a party of, in order to comply with the 

international standards, to keep the efficiency and competitivity of the Panamanian 

registry, the Panamanian ships and of the seafarer.   

 

That Law 81 from March 26, 2019 establishes the principles, rights, obligations and 

procedures regulating the protection of the personal data, considering its interrelation 

with the private life and other fundamental rights and liberties of the citizens, by the 

natural and legal persons of private or public law, lucrative or non-lucrative, dealing with 

personal data on the terms foreseen on this law.   

 

That all legal or natural, public or private, lucrative or non-lucrative person may perform 

the treatment of personal data, so long as it is done according to the beforementioned 

law and for the ends allowed on the legal orders. Nevertheless, it shall respect the full 

exercise of the fundamental rights of the data holders and the powers said law provides 

them with.     

 

That Article 18, numbers 3, 7 and 9 of Law Decree No. 7 of February 10, 1998, 

establishes that the Board of Directors of the Panama Maritime Authority has the task to 

adopt the administrative, scientific and technological policies that promote and assure 

the competitivity and profitability of the maritime sector and the development of the 

human resources; to establish the organization of the Authority, as well as structure, 

regulate, determine, fix, alter and impose fees and rights for the services offered by the 

Authority; therefore,    

 

RESOLVES 

 

FIRST:  APPROVE THE REGULATION FOR THE ISSUANCE OF THE 

CERTIFICATE OF INSPECTION OF CREW ACCOMMODATION (CICA) 

AND THE ISSUANCE OF ITS EXEMPTIONS, DISPENSATIONS AND 

AUTHORIZATIONS OF THE SHIP REGISTRY OF THE REPUBLIC OF 

PANAMA, which is annexed and forms integral part of this resolution.    

 

SECOND: AUTHORIZE the Administrator of the Panama Maritime Authority to 

regulate the provisions established in this resolution.    

 

THIRD:         FIX the corresponding tariffs for the issuance of the Certificate of        

Inspection of Crew Accommodation (CICA), for the ships of Panamanian 

Registry, according to the details of the following table:    

 

Number of 

Crewmembers on 

the ship 

Initial Certificate 

 

Successive or 

Renewal Certificate 

Until 15 US$ 150.00 US $  90.00 

From 16 to 50 US$ 200.00 US$ 100.00 

From 51 to 150 US$ 300.00 US$ 150.00 

From 151 onwards US$ 450.00 US$  200.00 
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FOURTH: FIX a ONE HUNDRED AND TENTY FIVE DOLLARS WITH 00/100 

CENTS (US$ $125.00) tariff, for the issuance of exemptions and 

dispensations on the compliance or the Conventions number 92 and 

number 126 from the International Labour Organization (ILO).  

 

The issuance of the authorizations to the provisions of Conventions 92 and 

number 126 from the International Labour Organization (ILO) shall not 

have a cost. 

  

FIFTH:        FIX the tariff for copy for Certificate of Inspection of Crew Accommodation 

(CICA) for the ships of Panamanian Registry according to the following 

table:   

Amount of crewmembers of 

the ship 
Copy 

Up to 15 US $ 90.00 

From 16 to 50 US$ 100.00 

From 51 to 150 US$ 150.00 

From 151 onwards US$ 200.00 

 

SIXTH:         This Resolution subrogates J.D. Resolution No. 011-2005 of July 26, 2005, 

Article Twelfth from J.D. Resolution No. 064-2010 of July 22, 2010 and 

other contrary provisions.   

 

SEVENTH: AUTHORIZE the General Directorate of Seafarers to establish the 

necessary procedures in order to comply with what is established in this 

resolution.    

 

EIGHTH: This Resolution shall start being in force since September 1, 2021.   

 

LEGAL BASIS: Law No. 2 of January 6, 2009. 

  Ley N° 81 of March 26, 2019. 

  Law Decree No. 7 of February 10, 1998 and its modifications.  

  Executive Decree No. 86 of February 22, 2013. 

  Executive Decree N° 160 of March 3, 2021. 

  J.D. Resolution N° 019-2005 of November 24, 2005. 

  J.D. Resolution No. 064-2010 of July 22, 2010. 

  J.D. Resolution No. 076-2020 of October 8, 2020. 

  J.D. Resolution No. 012-2021 of February 25, 2021. 

 

PUBLISH AND FULFILL 

 

Given in Panama City, on the twentieth-ninth (29) days of the month of June of the year 

two thousand and twenty-one (2021). 

 

THE PRESIDENT    THE SECRETARY 

 

 

 

NORIEL ARAÚZ V.                                            ANA MARGARITA REYES 

ADMINISTRATOR OF THE         SUB ADMINISTRATOR OF THE 

PANAMA MARITIME AUTHORITY               PANAMA MARITIME AUTHORIT 
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ANNEX 

 

From the J.D. Resolution No. 045-2021 of June 29, 2021 

 

REGULATION FOR THE ISSUANCE OF THE CERTIFICATE OF INSPECTION OF 

CREW ACCOMMODATION (CICA), EXEMPTION, DISPENSATION AND 

AUTHORIZATIONS FOR THE SHIPS OF THE PANAMANIAN SHIP REGISTRY. 

 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

 

CHAPTER I 

 

GENERAL PROVISIONS 

 

Article 1: Definitions. 

Article 2: Application Scope. 

Article 3: CICA Inapplicability. 

Article 4: Voluntary Requests. 

Article 5: CICA for the MODU and MOU 

 

CHAPTER II 

 

CERTIFICATE OF INSPECTION OF CREW ACCOMMODATION (CICA)  

 

Article 6: Inspection of accommodation, food and catering service.   

Article 7: Provisional or interim Certificate. 

Article 8: Recognized Organizations operating from the Republic of Panama. 

Article 9: Application through the E–CICA application. 

Article 10: Application evaluation. 

Article 11: CICA applicable requirements. 

Article 12: Data for the application on the E-CICA application. 

Article 13: CICA digital format. 

Article 14: Deficient CICA Evaluation. 

Article 15: CICA Issuance. 

Article 16: CICA Validity period. 

Article 17: Conditions for the CICA to lose its validity. 

Article 18: Shipowner responsibility.  

Article 19:  CICA Copy. 

 

CHAPTER III 

 

ISSUANCE OF EXEMPTION, DISPENSATION AND AUTHROIZATIONS 

 

Article 20: Issuance of exemption and dispensation. 

Article 21: Exemption Tariff. 

Article 22: Exemption and dispensation request. 

Article 23: Exemption requirements. 

Article 24: Application Data of exemption and E-CICA application. 

Article 25: Dispensation requirements. 

Article 26: Application data of dispensation in the E-CICA application. 

Article 27: Evaluation exemption and deficient CICA. 
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Article 28: Exemption Issuance. 

Article 29: Temporary Authorization. 

 

CHAPTER IV 

 

CONTROL AND FOLLOW UP OF THE RECOGNIZED ORGANIZATION, PENALTIES 

AND TRANSITORY MEASURES 

 

Article 30: Recognized Organization Regulations. 

Article 31: Objective of follow up and control. 

Article 32: Communication among the GDS and the GDMM. 

Article 33: Malpractice. 

Article 34: Special audit. 

Article 35: Penalties. 

Article 36: Transitory provision. 
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ANNEX 

 

From the J.D. Resolution No. 045-2021 of June 29, 2021 

 

REGULATION OF THE ENDORSEMENT OF THE CERTIFICATE OF INSPECTION OF 

CREW ACCOMMODATION (CICA), AND ISSUANCE OF THEIR EXEMPTIONS, 

DISPENSATION AND AUTHORIZATION FOR THE SHIP REGISTRY OF THE 

REPUBLIC OF PANAMA. 

 

CHAPTER I 

 

GENERAL PROVISIONS 

 

Article 1:  For the effects of this regulation and unless there is an express provision in 

another sense, shall be governed by the following terms and initials:   

1. PMA: Panama Maritime Authority. 

2. LMA: Labour Maritime Affairs Department. 

3. Crew accommodation: Includes dormitories, dining rooms, sanitary 

facilities, infirmaries and leisure places foreseen for the use of the crew.   

4. Kill laying year: The formal act that starts the construction of a ship.   

5. Audit: Systematic, independent and documented process to obtain 

audit proofs and evaluate them objectively in order to determine the 

degree of compliance with the audit criteria.    

6. Authorization: Permit issued by the Panama Maritime Authority (PMA) 

to a ship to exonerate it from the compliance of an established 

requirement authorized by the ILO Conventions 92 and 126 temporarily, 

with the commitment of adopting alternative compliance measures.   

7. Ship: Any vessel meant for cargo or passenger transportation, ponton 

bridges, dredger, floating dock, drilling platform or any other hull meant 

or that may be meant for maritime service, as well as any other structure 

that the Panama Maritime Authority (PMA) acknowledges as a ship.  

8. CASR: Crew Accommodation Survey Report. 

9. Interim Certificate: Valid provisional certificate for a term not to exceed 

five (5) months previous to the Certificate of Inspection of Crew 

Accommodation (CICA).   

10. Certificate of Inspection of Crew Accommodation (CICA): 

Technical document issued by the Panama Maritime Authority (PMA) 

through the General Directorate of Seafarers (GDS), based on the 

International Labour Organization Convention number 92 regarding 

accommodation onboard fishing boats; and on Rule 3.2 from the 

Maritime Labour Convention (MLC, 2006, amended) by this Regulation 

and the applicable and valid national standards. 

11. QR Code: It is a module to store information on a dot matrix or on a 

bidimensional barcode allowing simple access to a link or internet 

software or a mobile device by means of a QR code (Quick Response 

Code), to validate the authenticity of the Certificate of Inspection of Crew 

Accommodation (CICA).   

12. MLC, 2006, as amended: Maritime Labour Convention, 2006, 

amended. 

13. GDS: General Directorate of Seafarers. 

14. GDMM: General Directorate of Merchant Marine.  
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15. CICA Dispensation: Permit issued by the Panama Maritime Authority 

(PMA) to a ship for it to navigate with an expired Certificate of Inspection 

of Crew Accommodation (CICA), for a term not to exceed six (6) 

months.    

16. E–CICA: It is a technological web software developed by the Panama 

Maritime Authority (PMA), which would be used by the Recognized 

Organizations (RO) authorized for the issuance of the Certificate of 

Inspection of Crew Accommodation (CICA).   

17. Exemption: Permit issued by the Panama Maritime Authority (PMA) 

for a ship, in order to exempt it from the compliance of a requirement 

established and authorized by ILO Conventions number 92 and 126, 

with the commitment of adopting alternative compliance measures.   

18. Malpractice: It is the breach by a Recognized Organization of any 

provision established by the Panama Maritime Authority on matters of 

crew accommodation  

19. ILO: International Labour Organization. 

20. Recognized Organization (RO): It is the entity duly authorized by the 

Panama Maritime Authority (PMA) to perform inspections, audit, issue 

certificates in the name of the Republic of Panama and overall to 

perform the actions that the Panama Maritime Authority (PMA) 

establishes. 

21. RO: Recognized Organization 

22. RACAD: Detailed record of the authorized crewmembers onboard a 

ship. RACAD (by its English initials for Record Approved Crew 

Accommodation Details). 

23. Gross Registry Tons (GRT): It is the gross tonnage calculated 

according the regulations on tonnage contained in the International 

Convention on Tonnage of Ships, 1969 or on other convention that 

substitutes it.   

24. Crewmember: All persons servicing on board a ship.   

 

Article 2: All ships to whom this regulation applies, shall have onboard at all times a 

valid CICA issued by the GDS, according to what is established on the 

International Labour Organization (ILO) Conventions number 92 and 

number 126 in case of fishing ships and Maritime Labour Convention 2006 

amended (MLC, 2006) through Rule 3.2. (Food and catering service). 

 

  The CICA shall be on board, altogether with a RACAD registry copy 

indicating the real provisions onboard a ship at the moment of the issuance 

of the certificate and CASR report copy, these last documents issued by 

the authorized Recognized Organization. 

 

  The ship should also bear onboard the exemption, dispensation or 

authorization that the GDS has issued for the ship, when applicable.   

 

Article 3:  This Regulation does not apply to the following ships:    

a) Ships whose keel laying date was after August 20, 2013, date of 

enforcement of the MLC, 2006, amended.   

b) Ships under 500 GRT 

c) Ships of any kind and size operating exclusively on ports, anchorages, 

rivers and estuaries.   
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d) Non-commercial pleasure yachts. 

e) Fishing ships under 75 GRT.   

f) Whaling ships or with similar tasks.   

g) Fishing ships normally used for sports for recreational fishing.  

h) Bareboat ships. 

 

Article 4: With the previous report of the authorized RO, the GDS shall determine the 

degree on which the technical provisions of the conventions are applicable 

in the cases the ships cannot reasonably comply with the general level of 

requirements of the conventions and belong to one of the following 

categories:  

 

a) Ships constructed before the entry into force of the ILO Conventions 

number 92 and 126 (in the case of fishing ships) and the MLC, 2006, as 

amended. 

b) No-fishing Ships among 200 and 500 GRT. 

c) Whaling Ships. 

 

Article 5:  The Mobile Offshore Drilling Units and the Mobile Drilling Units (MODU 

and MOU), are not obliged to have a CICA, but they may obtain it 

voluntarily, so long as they comply with the minimum requirements in the 

ILO Convention number 92 and Regulation 3.2 from the MLC, 2006.  

 

  The Mobile Offshore Drilling Units and the Mobile Drilling Units (MODU 

and MOU), that do not bear the CICA shall be subjected to inspections of 

the accommodation of the crewmembers by the Panama Maritime 

Authority, in order to verify the compliance with the provisions of the ILO 

Convention number 92 and Regulation 3.2 from the MLC, 2006.  

 

CHAPTER II 

 

CERTIFICATE OF INSPECTION OF CREW ACCOMMODATION (CICA) 

 

Article 6:  To obtain the CICA, the ships shall pass satisfactorily the initial inspection 

of crew accommodation, food and catering services confirming that the 

ship complies with all the valid regulation through the RO authorized by the 

PMA.  

 

  When the ship passes satisfactorily the inspection mentioned on the 

previous paragraph, the authorized RO may issue a provisional or interim 

compliance certificate, with a maximum validity of five (5) months counted 

since the date the inspection is terminated.   

 

Article 7:  The provisional or interim certificate shall be identified with the RO 

processing it and shall have a printed numeric sequence, specifying the 

maximum capacity of crewmembers, the inspection port, the name in print 

and the signature of the inspector performing the inspection, the issuance 

and the expiration dates of the certificate. 
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  There should be a space for the observations where the need to request a 

CICA exemption shall be written, when applicable and it shall depend on 

any particular case.  

 

Article 8:  The GDS shall only process the issuance CICA requests from RO´s 

authorized by the PMA and duly established according to the Panamanian 

Law, with its technical personnel trained in our country, performing the 

inspection of accommodation, food and catering service, operating from 

the Republic of Panama.   

 

Article 9:  The application for the CICA issuance shall be made through the E-CICA 

software on the PMA´s website, by means of a user and password granted 

by the GDS, exclusively to the RO authorized by the PMA.   

 

Article 10:  The GDS, through the LMA, shall evaluate all applications for the issuance 

of an initial or renewed CICA, presented through the E-CICA application, 

by the authorized RO in order to verify compliance with what is established 

in this regulation.   

 

Article 11:  To request initial or renewal CICA issuance through the E-CICA application, 

the following requirements shall be complied with:    

a) Written request addressed to the GDS which shall indicate the name of 

the ship, the reason for the request or specific changes and the tariff to 

be paid for each vessel included in request.  A maximum of fifteen ships 

per request shall be allowed.     

b) Valid navigation patent (reglementary or provisional). 

c) Safety Construction Certificate for Cargo Ships, when applicable.  

d) Good standing certificate of the yearly taxes. 

e) Payment of the established tariff.   

f) Provisional or interim CICA certificate.   

g) RACAD Registry. 

h) CASR Report. 

i) Exemption, in case the PMA has issued any. 

j) Authorization letter from shipowner or the shipping company, in case of 

change of RO or renewal before the three (3) months from the expiration 

of the valid CICA, justifying the request, when applicable.   

k) Arrangement general blueprints of the ship.   

 

Article 12: The CICA application through E–CICA shall include the following 

information: 

a) Request Type (initial or renewal). 

b) Call Sign or call letters. 

c) IMO Number. 

d) Ship Type. 

e) Type of service performed by the ship (national or international).   

f) GRT. 

g) Date of colocation of the construction year and/or keel laying.   

h) Maximum capacity of the crewmember. 

i) Tariff to be paid by the ship.  

j) Method of payment: cash, check, ATM or other mean enabled for such 

end. 
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k) Name of the bank and payment number, when applicable.   

l) Observations, exemption or any other particular case.   

m) The documentary requirements established in the previous article shall 

be attached to the E-CICA application.   

 

Article 13:   The CICA shall be issued through the E-CICA software on a digital format, 

which shall include the following information:   

a) Name of the Recognized Organization.  

b) Number of the resolution which authorizes the RO´s to perform the 

CICA inspections.  

c) Number of the resolution that regulates the CICA.   

d) ILO Conventions ratified by the Republic of Panama, requesting 

compliance with the CICA.   

e) CICA Consecutive Number assigned by the E-CICA application.   

f) Ship information. 

1) Ship´s name. 

2) IMO Number: 

3) Ship type or service it performs. 

4) Call Letters or call sign. 

5) GRT. 

6) Date of construction and/or keel laying. 

g) Maximum accommodation capacity. 

h) PMA Color Coat of arms-  

i) CICA Issuance date. 

j) CICA Expiration Date. 

k) CICA issuance date. 

l) Name and digital signature of the General Director of Seafarers. 

m) QR Code. 

 

Article 14:   When the application for the CICA issuance has been evaluated as 

deficient in the E-CICA software due to non-compliance issues, 

inconsistencies on the support documentation and/or the omission of any 

document requested in this regulation or standards in force and applicable, 

shall be communicated through the E-CICA to the RO, granting a term of 

thirty (30) calendar days to cure the deficiency.   

 

  If after a thirty (30) calendar-days the defect has not been corrected, the E-

CICA software shall proceed to annul the OR application.    

 

  The RO should present a new application when the support documentation 

is complete and in compliance with what is established in this regulation.  

 

Article 15: Once the application to issue the CICA and the support documentation 

complies with what is established on this regulation, the GDS shall issue 

the CICA through the E-CICA application. 

 

Article 16:  The CICA will be valid for four (4) years, from the final date of the technical 

inspection of the accommodation, food and catering service by the 

authorized OR, after said term has ended the ship shall go through a new 

technical inspection of accommodation, food and catering service for the 

renewal of the certificate.   



No. 29337                                                                     Digital Official Gazette, Friday July 23, 2021                                                                12 
    
 
J.D. Resolution No. 045-2021 
Panama, June 29, 2021 

PMA-Regulation for the Issuance of a Certificate of Inspection of Accommodation for the Crewmembers   (CICA). 
Page. No.  12  

 

 

Article 17: The CICA shall not be valid when one of the following situations takes place:   

a) Expiration of validity period. 

b) Cancellation of a ship from the Panamanian registry.   

c) There are changes on the features of the ships such as: name of the 

ship, number of the patent, call letters or call sign, GRT, service it offers, 

as well as any other change affecting the certificate´s validity.    

d) There are modifications performed on the ship´s structure constituting a 

substantial change to the accommodation of the crew.   

e) When there is another certificate issued to the same ship before the 

previous certificate expires.   

 

Article 18:  The shipowner is responsible for the communication of any change, on the 

features of the ship or modifications in the accommodations of the 

crewmembers, food or catering service that may affect the CICA´s validity 

for which the authorized RO shall proceed to perform the procedures for 

the CICA´s renewal through the E-CICA application, indicating that the ship 

complies with the necessary requirements for its issuance.   

 

Article 19:  The copies of CICA issued through the E-CICA application, shall have the 

tariff fixed on the present Resolution approving the Regulation for the 

issuance of a Certificate of Inspection of Crewmember Accommodation 

(CICA).    

 

CHAPTER III 

 

ISSUANCE OF EXEMPTIONS, DISPENSATION AND AUTHORIZATIONS 

 

Article 20:  The GDS can issue an exemption or dispensation to the ship, processed 

through an authorized RO, based on the ILO Conventions number 92 

regarding crew accommodation on board and number 126 regarding 

onboard accommodation of fishing ships.  

  

  The validity of the exemption shall be for the same validity term than the 

corresponding CICA.   

 

Article 21:  The RO presenting the request of the exemption or dispensation shall pay 

to the PMA the tariff established on the resolution that adopts this 

regulation. 

   

Article 22: The GDS shall evaluate through the LMA all exemption or dispensation 

request through the E-CICA application, in order to verify the compliance 

with what is established on this regulation.   

 

Article 23:  The requirements to request CICA exemptions through the E-CICA 

software are the following:    

a) Written request addressed to the GDS asking for the exemption, which 

shall indicate the name of the ship, the IMO number and the detail of the 

provisions of the ILO Convention No. 92 and number 126 that will not be 

complied with and the alternative compliance measures. A maximum of 

fifteen ships per request shall be allowed.     
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b) Valid navigation patent (reglementary or provisional). 

c) Safety Construction Certificate for Cargo Ships, when applicable.  

d) Goodstanding certificate of payment of the yearly taxes. 

e) Payment of the established tariff.   

f) Provisional or interim CICA certificate.   

g) RACAD Registry. 

h) CASR Report. 

i) Authorization letter from shipowner or the shipping company, in case of 

change of RO or renewal before the three (3) months from the expiration 

of the valid CICA, justifying the request, when applicable.   

j) Arrangement general blueprints of the ship.   

 

Article 24:  The application for an exemption through the E-CICA shall include the 

following information: 

a) Name of the ship(s). 

b) IMO number.  

c) Type of ship or service it offers. 

d) Call letters or call sign. 

e) GRT. 

f) Date of construction and/or keel laying. 

g) Flag date. 

h) Maximum accommodation capacity (crewmembers). 

i) Article or Articles to be exempted. 

j) Select the description of the article to be exempted.   

k) Add any existing observation.   

l) Method of payment: cash, check, ATM or other mean enable for such 

end.   

m) Name of the bank entity and number of payment, when applicable.   

n) The documentary requirements established in the previous article shall 

be attached to the E-CICA application.   

 

Article 25:  The requirements to request the CICA through the E-CICA software shall 

be the following:    

a) Written request addressed to the GDS, asking for the CICA 

dispensation, which shall indicate the Name of the ship, IMO number 

and motivation for the request of the dispensation. 

b) Valid navigation patent (reglementary or provisional). 

c) Copy of the expired CICA. 

d) Good standing receipt of yearly taxes, 

e) Payment of the established tariff..   

 

Article 26:  The application for a dispensation through the E-CICA shall include the 

following information: 

a) Name of the ship (s). 

b) IMO number.  

c) Type of ship or service it offers. 

d) Call letters or call sign. 

e) GRT. 

f) Date of construction and/or keel laying. 

g) Flag date. 

h) Maximum accommodation capacity (crewmembers). 
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i) Method of payment: cash, check, ATM or other mean enable for such 

end.   

j) Name of the bank entity and number of payment, when applicable.   

k) The documentary requirements established in the previous article shall 

be attached to the E-CICA application.   

 

Article 26:  When the application for exemption or dispensation from the CICA has 

been evaluated on the E-CICA software due to non-compliance, 

inconsistencies in the support documentation and/or the omission of any 

requested document, established in this regulation or valid applicable 

standards, shall be communicated through the of E-CICA software to the 

RO, that will grant a thirty (30) calendar day term to correct the defects.  

 

  If after the thirty (30) calendar-day term and the defect has not been 

corrected, the E-CICA software shall proceed to annul the OR application.   

 

  The OR shall perform a new application when the complete support 

documentation and in compliance with what is established in this 

regulation.    

 

Article 27:  Once the application for the exemption or dispensation on the E-CICA 

software and the support documentation complies with what is established 

in this regulation, the GDS shall issue the exemption or dispensation.    

 

Article 28:  The GDS may issue authorization to the ship through the E-CICA software 

temporarily, so long as it sustains the alternative measure of compliance.   

 

CHAPTER IV 

 

CONTROL AND FOLLOW UP OF THE RO’S, PENALTIES  

AND TRANSITORY CICA MEASURES. 

 

Article 29:  The GDS is in charge of regulating the RO’s through the established 

mechanisms, in order to verify the effectivity with which they execute the 

delegated powers.   

 

Article 30:  The GDS shall ensure the effectivity, capacity and control the processes of 

recognition of the RO’s through audits, inspection and monitoring in order 

to supervise the delegation of authority granted to them and promote 

uniformity in the onboard inspection of ships of Panamanian registry.   

 

Article 31:  The GDMM shall communicate to the GDS the authorizations, extensions 

of recognitions, new delegations of authority, suspension, revocation and 

cancellations issued by the RO´s that have been recognized to perform 

accommodation, food and catering service inspections for the crew, in 

compliance with the CICA parameters.    

 

Article 32:  The GDS shall keep processes duly established with the GDMM, in order 

to inform all malpractices identified during the process of CICA issuance 

through the E-CICA app, to assure the compliance with the national 
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regulations and international conventions ratified by the Republic of 

Panama.    

 

  The GDS may request to the GDMM to perform a special audit to an 

authorized RO, in case of complaints or protests on the terms indicated by 

law or when there are grounded suspicions about the ship not complying 

with the valid regulations, in order to verify the technical documentation 

and/or request clarifications about the onboard provisions of any ship, 

when deemed necessary.   

 

Article 33:  The GDS reserves the right to request to the authorized RO the 

performance of special inspections on the accommodations of the crew of 

any Panamanian ship, in case there are complaints or protests on the 

terms indicated by law or there are grounded suspicions that the ship does 

not comply with the valid regulations.   

 

Article 34:  The GDMM may impose administrative or monetary penalties to the RO´s 

by means of a motivated resolution for the breach of the national and 

international standards adopted by the Republic of Panama, regarding the 

special inspection of the accommodations of the crew, food and catering 

service or to this regulation.   

 

Article 35:  All CICA´s issued under the validity of the J.D. Resolution 011-2005 shall 

keep their validity until their expiration.   

 

  In case copies are needed, they will be issued under the rules of the 

resolution they were issued under.   

 

 

 

 

 


