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Preliminary Report of MEPC 70 
The 70th session of the IMO Marine Environment Protection Committee (MEPC 70) was held at 
the headquarters of the IMO in London from 24 to 28 October.  A summary of the outcome is given 
hereunder for your information. 

Please note that this summary has been made based on informal information obtained from 
participants from ClassNK and Working Papers distributed during MEPC 70 with priority given to 
disseminating the information as early as practicable. 

1. Ballast Water Management Convention 

Ballast Water Management Convention was 
adopted in 2004 in order to prevent the adverse 
effects to the marine environment caused by the 
transfer of ballast water on board ships.  The 
Convention requires ships to conduct ballast water 
exchange offshore or through Ballast Water 
Management Systems which meet the standard for 
the discharge of ballast water. 

Since the condition of entry into force has been met 
upon the ratification by Finland on 8 September 
2016, the Convention will enter into force on 8 
September 2017. 
 
1.1 Status of ratification 

Since the last session, Saint Lucia, Peru, Finland 
and Panama have ratified the Convention.  As of 
the end of October 2016, the Convention has been 
ratified by 53 states, representing 53.28% of the 
world merchant shipping tonnage. 
 
1.2 Revision of application schedule of 
regulation B-3 

At Assembly 28 held in 2013, resolution A.1088(28) 
was adopted, in which existing ships were allowed 
to be exempted from installation of the Systems 
until its first renewal survey for International Oil 
Pollution Prevention (IOPP) Certificate following the 
date of entry into force of the Convention.  At 

MEPC 69, the draft amendments to regulation B-3 
of the Convention reflecting the requirements of 
resolution A.1088(28) were approved.  The draft 
amendments are expected to be adopted at MEPC 
72 which will be held following the entry into force of 
the Convention. 

At this session, India and Liberia proposed to revise 
application schedule of regulation B-3 which allows 
further additional extension for the installation of the 
Systems to existing ships, based on an assumption 
of shortage of dockyard capacity for retrofitting the 
system, etc.  At the deliberation, there were 
divergent opinions such as to maintain the 
application schedule as approved at MEPC 69 or to 
exempt it until appropriate date following renewal 
survey for IOPP.  As a result of the discussion, it 
was agreed to consider the proposal, including the 
alternative solutions proposed by other countries 
based on the proposal, further at MEPC 71, while 
the draft amendments to the Convention reflecting 
the requirements of resolution A.1088(28) are 
retained.  Further, the Chairman of MEPC invited 
interested delegations to develop and submit 
compromise proposals acceptable to both parties 
prior to next MEPC meeting. 
 
1.3 Amendments to Guidelines for approval 
of Ballast Water Management Systems (G8) 

Since MEPC 66 held in 2014, the amendments to 
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the Guidelines for approval of Ballast Water 
Management Systems (G8) have been considered 
with a view to making them more robust due to a 
concern that Ballast Water Management Systems 
approved by IMO in line with G8 Guidelines cannot 
meet the standards, depending on environmental 
conditions. 

As a result of the discussion at this session, the 
amendments to the G8 Guidelines were approved.  
The required G8 Guidelines include following 
requirements: 

 Inclusion of a requirement to perform shipboard 
testing at the upper range of treatment rated 
capacity 

 Identification of system design limitations of a 
BWMS 

 Prohibition of deviation of BWMS during 
land-based/shipboard testing 

 Addition of land-based testing by fresh, 
brackish and marine water and change of test 
water salinity 

 
1.4 Implementation date of the revised G8 
Guidelines 

Ballast water management systems installed on or 
after 28 October 2020 will be required to be type 
approved in accordance with the revised Guidelines.  
Installation of ballast water management systems 
type approved in accordance with the existing 
Guidelines will be accepted until 27 October 2020.  
Shipowners, who have already installed and 
operate with BWMS type approved in accordance 
with existing G8 Guidelines, will not be required to 
replace those systems due to the implementation of 
the revised Guidelines. 
 
1.5 Approval of Ballast Water Management 
Systems 

Ballast Water Management Systems should be type 
approved by the Administration based on the G8 
Guidelines.  In case where “active substances” are 
used to sterilize harmful aquatic organisms and 
pathogens, the basic approval of the active 
substances itself and the final approval of the 
systems by the IMO are needed prior to the type 
approval by the Administration. 

At this session, one (1) basic approval and one (1) 
final approval were granted to Ballast Water 
Management Systems using active substances. 
The number of systems which can be actually 
installed on board, i.e. which are type-approved by 
the Administration in accordance with existing G8 
Guidelines, including the systems not using active 
substances, have reached sixty nine (69) in total.  
The list of the approved systems is available at the 
following IMO website: 
(http://www.imo.org/OurWork/Environment/BallastW
aterManagement/Pages/BWMTechnologies.aspx) 
 
1.6 Contingency measures for ships to 
comply with the BWM Convention 

At MEPC 68, the roadmap to deal with concerns for 
implementation of the BWM Convention was 
developed.  The roadmap includes the 
development of a guidance on contingency 
measures for non-compliant in response to the 
requirements of the BWM Convention. 

At this session, an outline of the guidance was 
developed with a view of finalizing the guidance at 
MEPC 71. 
 
2. Greenhouse Gases (GHG) 

Countermeasures against the GHG emissions from 
the international shipping have been deliberated at 
IMO, and so far, the Energy Efficiency Design Index 
(EEDI) and the Ship Energy Efficiency Management 
Plan (SEEMP) have been implemented. 
 
2.1 Review of technological developments 
for EEDI 

Regulation 21.6 of MARPOL Annex VI requires, at 
the beginning of phase 1 and at the midpoint of 
phase 2, a review of the status of technological 
developments which may contribute to the 
improvement of EEDI.  If proven necessary, MEPC 
will amend the relevant requirements, i.e.  “when to 
start the phase,” “the EEDI reference line 
parameters” and “the reduction rate”.  At MEPC 67 
held in 2014, it was agreed to establish a 
correspondence group coordinated by Japan and 
its final report was submitted at this session. 

http://www.imo.org/OurWork/Environment/BallastWaterManagement/Pages/BWMTechnologies.aspx
http://www.imo.org/OurWork/Environment/BallastWaterManagement/Pages/BWMTechnologies.aspx
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Considering the report, it was agreed to retain the 
reduction rates for phase 2 except for ro-ro cargo 
ships and ro-ro passenger ships.  Further, it was 
also agreed to conduct a review of phase 3 as soon 
as possible in order to consider an early 
implementation of phase 3 and possible introduction 
of phase 4.  On the other hand, for ro-ro cargo 
ships and ro-ro passenger ships which are indicated 
to implement phase 2 requirements, the Committee 
invited interested counties to further consider this 
matter and submit concrete proposals with a view of 
consideration at next session. 

Further, it was also agreed to add the following 
items to the EEDI database: 

 outline of innovative energy efficiency 
technologies; 

 dimensional parameters; and 
 ship speed (Vref) and power of main engine(s) 

(PME). 
 
2.2 Guidelines for determining minimum 
propulsion power 

Guidelines for determining minimum propulsion 
power to maintain the manoeuvrability of ships in 
adverse conditions were developed in order to 
avoid construction of extremely under-powered 
ships along with implementation of EEDI 
requirements.  The guidelines stipulated two 
assessment methods, i.e. level 1 and level 2.  At 
MEPC 68 held in 2015, it was agreed to strengthen 
the requirements of level 1 assessment and the 
amendments to the guidelines were adopted.  
Further, it was agreed that a review of the level 2 
assessment would be conducted in the autumn of 
2016 after receiving the results of ongoing projects 
of SHOPERA and JASNAOE. 

At this session, the draft amendments to the 
guidelines reflecting the results of SHOPERA and 
JASNAOE projects were introduced.  The draft 
amendments to the guideline will be considered at 
MEPC 71. 
 
2.3 Amendments to EEDI Calculation 
Guidelines 

At MEPC 67 held in 2014, the draft amendments to 

EEDI Calculation Guidelines in order to 
accommodate the attained EEDI calculation 
method for ships with dual fuel engines were 
adopted.  However, since the calculation method 
for ships equipped with dual fuel engines using gas 
fuel as non-primary fuel is not stipulated in the 
Guidelines while the method for ships which use 
gas fuel as primary fuel is given in the Guidelines, 
China proposed to revise the calculation method. 

Considering this, amendments to the Guidelines 
were adopted to include a calculation method for 
ships equipped with dual fuel engines using gas fuel 
as non-primary fuel. 

Further, Japan et al. proposed to amend the 
Guidelines in order to include a correction factor for 
wood chip carrier, which is categorized as a bulk 
carrier in the EEDI regulation, due to the fact that  
wood chip carriers have characteristic structural 
design features of a small DWT and a large cubic 
capacity that negatively affects their attained EEDI.  
As a result, it was agreed to include a correction 
factor for wood chip carrier by introducing the ratio 
of DWT and cubic capacity of cargo holds. 
 
2.4 Data collection system for fuel 
consumption of ships 

At MEPC 65 held in May 2013, it was agreed to 
consider a data collection system for fuel 
consumption of ships including existing ships to 
further reduce GHG emissions from international 
shipping, and a formal discussion was started at 
MEPC 66 in April 2014. 

At MEPC 69, it was agreed to use total annual fuel 
consumption, distance travelled, service hours and 
design DWT as a proxy of cargo weight/volume for 
data collection system.  MEPC 69 approved the 
draft amendments to MARPOL Annex VI to make 
the data collection system mandatory. 

At this session, the following were considered: 

 Draft amendments to MARPOL Annex VI; 
 Draft amendments to SEEMP Guidelines in 

order to include measures of data collection to 
SEEMP; 

 Data verification guidelines; and 
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 Data management guidelines. 

As a result, the draft amendments to MARPOL 
Annex VI and SEEMP Guidelines were adopted. 

For verification guidelines and data management 
guidelines, it was agreed to re-establish a 
correspondence group coordinated by Japan, for 
further consideration. 
 
2.5 GHG emission reduction target for 
international shipping 

At MEPC 69, it was proposed to establish a GHG 
emission reduction target for international shipping, 
or develop a work plan to establish the target, and 
agreed to consider this matter at MEPC 70. 

At this session, a roadmap for developing a 
comprehensive IMO strategy on reduction of GHG 
emissions from ships was approved based on three 
step approach of data collection system, i.e. data 
collection, data analysis and decision-making.  
Main contents of the roadmap are as follows: 

MEPC 72 
Spring 2018 

Adoption of initial IMO Strategy for 
reduction of GHG emissions 

January 2019 Start of Phase 1: Data collection 
utilizing data collection system for 
fuel oil consumption 

MEPC 76 
Autumn 2020 

Start of phase 2: Data analysis 

MEPC 78 
Spring 2022 

Phase 3: Decision making 

MEPC 80 
Spring 2023 

Adoption of revised IMO Strategy 

Further, it was agreed to consider levels of ambition 
and guiding principal, emission scenario, emission 
reduction opportunities, etc. at intersessional 
meeting which will be held a week before MEPC 71. 
 
3. Air pollution 
3.1 Sulphur content of fuel oils 

Regulation 14.8 of MARPOL Annex VI requires 
reviewing the availability of low-sulphur fuel oils 
prior to implementation of the global 0.5% sulphur 
limit.  It will be determined whether the global 0.5% 
sulphur limit is to be implemented from 2020 or 

2025 based on the results of the review. 

At this session, it was agreed to implement the 
global 0.5% sulphur limit from 2020.  Further, it 
was also agreed to develop the roadmap to develop 
additional measures for promoting appropriate 
implementation at PPR 4 which will be held on 1 
January 2017. 
 
3.2 Designation of NOx emission control area 

Regulation 13 of MARPOL Annex VI specifies the 
NOx emission standards for marine diesel engines 
which are installed on board ships.  Regulation 
13.6 designates the North American area and the 
US Caribbean Sea area as NOx emission control 
areas to be applied NOx Tier III emission limit. 

At this session, the Baltic Sea and the North Sea 
coastal countries proposed to designate the Baltic 
Sea area and the North Sea area as new NOx 
emission control areas. 

As a result, it was agreed to designate the Baltic 
Sea area and the North Sea area as NOx emission 
control areas.  This will be applied, upon the 
adoption of the draft amendments to Regulation 
13.6 of MARPOL Annex VI at MEPC 71, to ships 
constructed on or after 1 January 2021 and 
operating in these areas.  Further, exemption 
provisions to allow ships fitted with dual fuel engines 
to be converted, repaired and/or maintained in NOx 
Tier III ECAs were also approved. 
 
3.3 Amendments to the form of bunker delivery 
note 

Regulation 18 of MARPOL Annex VI requires 
keeping the bunker delivery note prepared by the 
supplier on board ships when the fuel oil has been 
delivered on board. 

At this session, amendments to the form of bunker 
delivery note were approved in order to deal with 
ships using SOx scrubber with a view to adoption at 
MEPC 71. 
 
3.4 Unified interpretation to NOx Technical Code 

Unified interpretations to the NOx Technical Code 
with regard to particular requirements related to 
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marine diesel engines fitted with selective catalytic 
reduction (CSR) systems were approved. 
 
3.5 Guidelines for onboard sampling of fuel oil 

Onboard sampling for the verification of the sulphur 
content of fuel oil use on board ships is undertaken 
occasionally at PSC inspection or flag states 
inspection.  At this session, guidelines for onboard 
sampling for the verification of the sulphur content of 
fuel oil use on board ships were approved. 
 
4. Amendments to mandatory instruments 
MEPC 70 adopted amendments to mandatory 
instruments as follows: 
 
4.1 Amendments to Form B of the Supplement 
to the IOPP Certificate 

Amendments to Form B of Supplement to the IOPP 
Certificate were adopted in order to reflect the 
requirements relating to dedicated clean ballast 
tanks (CBTs) which were extinct due to phasing out 
of single hull tankers. 

Entry into force: 1 March 2018 

4.2 Requirements of the HME declaration for 
solid balk cargoes 

Regulation 4 of MARPOL Annex V prohibits the 
discharging of the HME (Harmful to Marine 
Environment) substances.  At this session, the 
amendments to MARPOL Annex V, in order to 
require the shipper to classify the solid balk cargoes 
other than grain and declare whether they are 
harmful to the marine environment, were adopted. 

Entry into force: 1 March 2018 
 
4.3 Requirements of the data collection system 
for fuel consumption 

Amendments to MARPOL Annex VI, to make the 
provisions related to the data collection system for 
fuel consumption mandatory, were adopted (See 
above 2.4). 

Entry into force: 1 March 2018 
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1. Disclaimer  

ClassNK does not provide any warranty or assurance in respect of this document. 
ClassNK assumes no responsibility and shall not be liable for any person for any loss, damage or expense caused by reliance on the information in 
this document.  
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