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To whom it may concern 

United States Coast Guard (USCG) has already published the Policy Letter regarding the provision to 
grant extension to the implementation schedule for approved ballast water management methods for 
vessels using USCG approved ballast water management systems as provided in 33CFR151.1513 and 
151.2036. 
On 16 November 2015, USCG published the attached new Policy Letter, therefore, the terms of 
extension of implementation schedule is revised. This new Policy Letter is includes the contents of 
Marine Safety Information Bulletin published by USCG (Please refer to our Technical information 
TEC No.1055). 
Details can be referred to the attached new Policy Letter. 
 
In conclusion, notable information of revised new Policy Letter are as follows: 
 
1. An explanation of "first scheduled drydocking" is included in new Policy Letter. 

For example, in case vessel conduct drydocking to accomplish planned work, the drydocking is 
considered first scheduled drydocking etc. 
(Please refer to our Technical information TEC No.1055) 

 
2. Procedure for extension request is advised with the following manners. 

A. Every new initial extension request and supplemental extension request must document that, 
despite all efforts, compliance with the requirement under 33 CFR 151.1510 or 33 CFR 
151.2025 by the date stipulated in the implementation schedule, or the end date specified in 
the current extension granted by USCG, is not possible for the subject vessel. 

B. The determination of "original compliance date" is: 
For vessels constructed on or after December 1, 2013: the date of delivery. 
For vessels constructed before December 1, 2013, and 
(1) having less than 1500 m3 ballast water capacity: the date of the first scheduled 

drydocking after January 1, 2016; or 
(2) having 1500 m3 -5000 m3 ballast water capacity: the date of the first scheduled 

drydocking after January 1, 2014; or 
(3) having greater than 5000 m3 ballast water capacity: the date of the first scheduled 

drydocking after January 1, 2016. 

(To be continued) 
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3. The terms of extension approval is revised. The following new terms of extension approval will 
be applied when new initial extension approval or supplemental extension approval is requested, 
if it is granted by USCG. 
A. For new initial extension approval, initial extended compliance date will be its next 

scheduled drydocking after its original compliance date. 
B. For supplemental extension approval, supplemental extended compliance date will be its 

next scheduled drydocking after its current extended compliance date. However, if the 
vessel's next scheduled drydocking is less than two years away, USCG may grant an 
extension to the second scheduled drydocking that the applicant provides. 

 
4. The requested information for obtaining extension approval is updated. 

Please refer to 6 of the attached new Policy Letter. 
 
New Policy Letter issued by USCG can be downloaded from following USCG's HP: 
 
CG-OES Policy Letter 13-01, Revision 2, 16 November 2015:  
USCG Homeport (https://homeport.uscg.mil/mycg/portal/ep/home.do) --> Environmental --> 
Ballast Water Management Program --> Regulations and Policy Documents --> 
Extended Compliance Dates – Application, Guidance, and Approved Vessels 
 
 
For any questions about the above, please contact: 
 
NIPPON KAIJI KYOKAI (ClassNK) 
Machinery Department, Administration Center Annex, Head Office 
Address: 3-3 Kioi-cho, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 102-0094, Japan  
Tel.: +81-3-5226-2022 / 2023 
Fax: +81-3-5226-2024 
E-mail: mcd@classnk.or.jp 

Attachment: 

1. CG-OES Policy Letter 13-01, Revision 2, 16 November 2015 
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