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To whom it may concern 

United States Coast Guard (USCG) published the Policy letter regarding the provision to grant an 
extension to the implementation schedule for ballast water management discharge standards for 
vessels using USCG approved ballast water management systems as provided in 33CFR151.1513 and 
151.2036. 
When making the extension request, it must provide documentation that despite all efforts to meet the 
ballast water discharge standard requirements, compliance by the date stipulated in the implementation 
schedule is not possible for the concerned / subject vessel. 
The maximum duration of an extension issued by the USCG will not exceed 5 years from the vessel's 
implementation date. The applicants should recognize that implementation date is the actual date of 
delivery for new vessels. 
Also note that the extension request must be filed with USCG no later than 12 months before the 
vessel's applicable implementation date. 
 
The minimum vessel specific information shall include: 
1. Vessel Name; 
2. Vessel IMO or other official number; 
3. Total ballast water capacity; and,  
4. Scheduled delivery date on or after December 1, 2013 for a new vessel; or last drydocking date 

and first scheduled drydocking date after January 1, 2014 or January 1, 2016, as applicable, for 
existing vessels. 

 
Inclusion of the following information will aid the USCG in making decision: 
1. Documentation from shipyards indicating a lack of capability or capacity to install a ballast water 

management system on the vessel to comply with the implementation schedule; 
2. Documentation of non-availability of suitable onshore facilities to receive untreated ballast water;  
3. Documentation of non-availability of water from a U.S. public water system defined by 

40CFR141.2 that can be used as ballast water; 
4. Documentation attesting that USCG type approved ballast water management systems suitable 

for specific vessels of a particular design are not yet available; 
5. A plan that indicates how the vessel will manage ballast water discharges that take place in U.S. 

waters; 
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6. Estimate as to when the vessel will be able to implement an approved ballast water management 
method and describe what the vessel will do to manage or treat ballast water discharge from the 
vessel during the extension period. 

7. If ballast water exchange will be performed on the vessel during the extension period, the request 
should include a statement stipulating that the vessel seeking the extension will conduct complete 
ballast water exchanges in an area 200 nautical miles from any shore prior to discharging ballast 
water into the U.S. waters; 

8. For representatives of vessels currently under or planning to submit a classification society safety 
prohibition from conducting ballast water exchange, the extension request must detail the reasons 
for the safety exemption and how operational practices have been adapted so that only that 
amount of ballast water operationally necessary to ensure the safety of the vessel for cargo 
operations is discharged into U.S. waters. 

 
Also, instances where the duration of granted extension proves insufficient due to unanticipated delays 
or changes in circumstances, a vessel's owner, operator, agent, master, or person in charge may submit 
a supplemental extension request for the vessel. This supplemental extension request should be 
submitted not less than 90 days prior to the end or termination date specified in the first extension 
granted by USCG for the subject vessel. The supplemental request needs to clearly state the reasons 
why the vessel needs additional time to comply with the ballast water management requirements, 
including situation-specific documentation. 
For the vessel owners/operators that choose to install an accepted Alternate Management System 
(Hereinafter, AMS, refer Technical Information No.TEC-0951), extension requests are not required 
while the ballast water management systems is in use as an AMS. 
 
Extension request will be evaluated by USCG solely upon the information and documentation provide 
by the submitter. Extension request will be answered with a letter containing the rationale for the 
USCG's decision. USCG's decision letter must be placed onboard the applicable vessel. 
Summary information concerning all extensions, including the names of the vessel and vessel 
owner/operator; duration term of the extension; and basis for the extension will be posted on the 
USCG Maritime Information Exchange Web site (CGMIX) referred as below: 
http://cgmix.uscg.mil/Default.aspx 
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For any questions about the above, please contact: 
 
NIPPON KAIJI KYOKAI (ClassNK) 
Machinery Department, Administration Center Annex, Head Office 
Address: 3-3 Kioi-cho, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 102-0094, Japan 
Tel.: +81-3-5226-2022 / 2023 
Fax: +81-3-5226-2024 
E-mail: mcd@classnk.or.jp 
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