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In accordance with the requirements of Regulation 14.4.3 of Annex VI of MARPOL 73/78 all ships are 
required to use fuel oil with a sulphur content not exceeding 0.1% m/m when operating within an ECA 
area.  
 
Control actions by coastal State and Port Authorities may be applied to ships failing to use compliant 
fuel on voyages through ECAs. 
 
St Vincent and the Grenadines Maritime Administration strongly recommends that ships’ operators 
include appropriate procedures in their safety management systems regarding operations within 
ECAs, which should include but are not limited to the following: 
 

• Crew familiarization and training regarding ECA requirements. 
• Procedures for change-over to compliant fuel prior to entering an ECA, including record 

keeping; 
• Procedures for reporting non-availability of compliant fuel; 
• Procedures for emergency change-over to non-compliant fuel whilst operating in an ECA, 

including record keeping; 
 
 
Fuel oil availability 
 
Regulation 18 provides for situations where compliant fuel cannot be supplied, provided the Owner 
has taken reasonable steps to do so and does not need to deviate from the intended route or unduly 
delay the voyage to achieve compliance. 
 
When compliant fuel cannot be supplied locally or timely, Regulation 18.2.2 of Annex VI specifies that 
the ship should not be required to deviate from its intended voyage or to unduly delay its voyage in 
order to achieve compliance.  
 



In such cases documentary evidence addressing non-availability of compliant fuel should be 
submitted to St Vincent and the Grenadines Maritime Administration and the competent authority of 
the relevant destination port. This information should also be available for inspection by Port State 
Control Officers. 
 
St Vincent and the Grenadines Maritime Administration will further communicate to IMO, as required 
by Regulation 18.2.5 of Annex VI, when a ship has presented evidence of the non-availability of 
compliant fuel oil.  
 
Using non-compliant fuel in an ECA in an emergency 
 
In accordance with Regulation 3.1.1 of Annex VI, any emission necessary for the purpose of securing 
the safety of a ship or saving life at sea does not fall under requirements of Regulation 14. 
 
In case of such incidents and subsequent change-over to non-compliant fuel whilst in an ECA area, 
the following actions should be taken: 
 

• Prompt notification should be made to St Vincent and The Grenadines Maritime 
Administration and relevant coastal State authorities; 

• Details of the fuel change-over related to the incident should be entered into the Official Log 
Book and MARPOL VI Record Book, or equivalent; 

• All documentation related to the incident should be available on board for review by  
St Vincent and the Grenadines Maritime Administration, coastal State authorities and Port 
State Control Officers. 

 
Guidelines on application of MARPOL Annex VI Regula tion 18 in an Emission Control Area 
(ECA) 
 
Paris MoU’s Guidelines describe the actions that Port State Control Officers will take for the initial and 
more detailed inspection. These Guidelines also includes instructions for Owners and Masters in case 
a ship is not able to bunker compliant fuel prior entering an ECA and the evidence that may be 
necessary to support a claim of non-availability. 
 
Paris MoU has recently published these Guidelines for Port State Control Officers which may be 
found on its website: 
 
https://www.parismou.org/sites/default/files/Guidelines%20on%20fuel%20availability.pdf 
 
 
United States of America - Enforcement and Penalty Policy 
 
The United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has published its penalty policy for ships 
using non-compliant fuel whilst in the North American and U.S. Caribbean ECA area. The policy can 
be downloaded from the following link: 
 
http://www2.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2015- 01/documents/marinepenaltypolicy.pdf 








