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Marine Transport Department (MTD)
Ship Registry Section

Conditions & guidance for (L.ay Up) of
Kuwaiti Registered Vessel

Notice: to all Recognised Organisations in Kuwait,
Ship-Owners, Operators, Managers and Masters

1. Purpose
- This Kuwait Shipping Notice (KSN) provides
guidance and conditions to assist Owners and
Companies* in the process of laying up a Kuwaiti
registered vessel.
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* A- In Part (1) the “Owner”’ as defined in accordance with Article

(14) of The Amiri Decree-Law No. 36/1960 on the Kuwaiti Law
of Small Ships and its amendments and subsequent resolutions.

B- In Part (2) the “Company” is the entity responsible for the
management of the ship in accordance with the ISM Code. For
ships which the ISM Code is not applicable, the Company is
the Administrative Managing Owner in accordance with
Article (88) of the Decree-Law No. 28/1980 Maritime
Commercial Law and its amendments and subsequent
resolutions.

2. Application
- Part (1) of this Shipping Notice applies to all Kuwaiti
registered vessels with gross tonnage of less than 150
tons in accordance with Kuwait Law of Small Ships

No. (36/1960), which are to be laid up.

These conditions shall not apply to warships, naval
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auxiliary, government vessels not engaged in
commercial activities and vessels registered for

pleasure.

- Part (2) of this Shipping Notice applies to all Kuwaiti
registered vessels with gross tonnage of 150 tons &
above in accordance with the Maritime Commercial

Law No. (28/1980), which are to be laid up.
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3. General
- The term (vessel lay-up) means: when trading has
been suspended and it is placed out of commission for
a period of time. It may be moored alongside a berth,
at anchor or secured to a buoy.
(the term “vessel lay-up” does not apply to vessels under
repairs/maintenance)

PART (1)
Vessel of less than 150 GRT

1. General conditions for vessel lay-up

(1) The owner shall obtain the preliminary approval
from the concerned authority regarding the layup
location & duration, commercial trading license
(General Department of Coast Guard, Kuwait
Municipality, Kuwait Fire Service Directorate,
Kuwait Port Authority, Public Authority of
Agriculture  Affairs and Fish  Resources,
Environment Public Authority).
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(2) The Owner must obtain final written approval from
the Marine Transport Department (MTD) to lay up
a vessel and shall submit it to the authorization
issuing authority.

(3) The certificates and license of the vessel must be
valid when the application is submitted and shall be
valid after the expiry of the authorization period.

(4) The ship must be laid-up in a safe area that does not
impede marine navigational traffic and poses no
threat to the safety of life and the marine
environment.

(5) Continued safe mooring, fire and security risks have
to be taken into consideration and switching on
navigational lights at night and raising the
navigational signs during daylight.

(6) There should be sufficient personnel to maintain
systems in case the vessel is under the management
of its machinery and / or crew taking into
consideration the following:
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a. the location of the vessel,;

b. the equipment and systems remaining in
operation; and

c. the method by which the vessel is kept in
position (moorings, anchorage etc.).

d. safety equipment’s and fire fighting system.

(7) Crew members or watchmen are accommodated on
board a vessel which is laid up, appropriate welfare
facilities are to be made available. This is to
include, as a minimum:

a. Adequate provision of, or access to, potable
water;
b. Adequate provision of, or access to, fresh food;

~d. Arrangements for access to medical facilities,
particularly for any emergencies; and
e. Adequate heating and lighting facilities.

f. If the galley equipment is electrical then
sufficient shore power should be available to
allow the galley to function.

g. Accommodation should be maintained in a
clean and habitable condition.
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h. Individual sleeping berths if possible, with
suitable bedding should be provided for each
person sleeping on board.

(8) Arrangements must be compatible with the
requirements of the administrator of port, harbour,
marina, small harbour.

2. Special conditions for obtaining lay-up approval

(1) Submitting an official request letter from owner
addressed to the Registrar of Kuwaiti Ships at the
address mentioned at the end of this notice with
statement of reason, duration and location of vessel

lay-up.
(2) Attaching the following documents with the request:

a. approvals from the concerned authority
regarding the layup location and duration.
b. Certificate of Registry (copy).

c. Vessel certificates (copy).

d. A Crew list with names, CID no. & designation
of personal on-board during lay-up duration (In
case the vessel is under the management of its
machinery and / or crew) and copy of the
Skipper license.
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3. Duration and validity of the approval 438 gal) dada g B0 3
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5. Administrative Violations

- In case of owner violation of one of the above
conditions, the MTD shall instruct the concerned
authority to withdraw and cancel the issued
authorization and bear the owner consequential fees.
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PART (2)
Vessel of GRT 150 tons & above

1. General conditions for vessel lay-up

(1) The Company shall notify Marine Transport
Department (MTD) the request to lay up a vessel
with proposed length of the lay-up, location and the
state of readiness of the vessel to resume trade by
submitting an official letter addressed to the
Registrar of Kuwaiti ships at the address mentioned
at the end of this notice, in order for MTD to
maintain proper records and be ready to respond in
context to any query about the vessel.
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(2) If no notification is made, the MTD will assume that
the vessel is trading normally and maintaining a full
regime of certification, surveys and inspections,
including normal manning for such operations.

(3) It should be noted that failure to notify the MTD and
the relevant Recognised Organisation(s) and
Recognised Security Organisation of a vessel
entering lay-up, or to maintain a safe lay-up, will be
regarded as a serious (ISM) non-conformity and
may jeopardise the registration of the vessel.

(4) In case the location of vessel lay-up is in State of
Kuwait, the company shall obtain the approvals
from the concerned authority regarding the layup
location (General Department of Coast Guard,
Kuwait Municipality, Kuwait Fire Service
Directorate, Kuwait Port Authority, Public
Authority of Agriculture Affairs and Fish
Resources, Environment Public Authority, Kuwait
Oil Company).

(5) The Company must take into consideration the
directives contained in this notice concerning the
procedures for laying up the vessel and should take
appropriate advice on lay-up procedures as
necessary from MTD including that of the
Recognised Organisation, insurers, etc.
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(6) The maritime industry has several descriptions of
lay-up, such as “hot,” “warm,” “cold” and various
other terms. These are not clearly defined and
therefore the MTD does not accept them as formal
or definitive descriptions.

2. Statutory Ship’s Certification

(1) Statutory certification is normally only required
when vessels are trading. Therefore, depending
upon the proposed length of the lay-up, and taking
into account any requirements of the port or coastal
State of the lay-up location, the Company should
consider whether to maintain or suspend these
certificates.

(2) Recognised Organisations have procedures and
requirements for laying up vessels, compliance
with those requirements will be adequate to
maintain such.

(3) If a vessel is laid up for a prolonged period, the MTD
may authorise suspension or cancellation of
statutory certificates as long as this is compatible
with the location and the requirements of the port or
coastal State and Recognised Organisation.
Companies should contact the MTD as soon as the
decision to layup a vessel is made to agree on
specific certification requirements.
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3. International Safety Management (ISM) Code
(1) If the care of a vessel during lay-up is handed over
to an organisation which is not the ISM Company
(e.g. dedicated lay-up providers), the MTD will
accept the suspension of the ISM certification of the
vessel provided that: '

a. all requirements of the coastal State are met;

b. all requirements of the Recognised Organisation
are met; and

c. the contact details of the organisation that holds
responsibility for the safety of the vessel during
lay-up is advised to the MTD.

(2) The audit requirements on reactivation of the vessel
will depend on the length of time the vessel is laid
up. In general, lay-up in excess of 6 months will
require interim certification in accordance with
(ISM) Code 14.4.

4. International Ship & Port Facility Security (ISPS)
Code
(1) The continued validity of the vessel's (ISPS)
certification will be an important element in the
reactivation of the vessel. The MTD strongly
recommends that the International Ship Security
Certificate (ISSC) be maintained throughout lay-

up.
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(2) Specific procedures may need to be added to the Ship
Security Plan depending upon the extent or "depth"
of the lay-up. In each case this will be managed and
audited by the Recognised Security Organisation,
which will correspond directly with the MTD
wherever clarification is necessary.

(3) Where the circumstances described in paragraph
5.(1) above exist, the Company must communicate
with the Recognised Security Organisation to
ensure that the Ship Security Plan covers that
operation.

(4) If the vessel is integrated into the port facility
security system, the records of suspension and
subsequent reactivation of the (ISSC) should
clearly reflect that in order to demonstrate
continuity of Security.

5. LRIT
- If the (LRIT) equipment is deactivated or switched off,
the MTD should be advised.

6. Manning
(1) The Safe Manning Document does not apply to ships
in lay-up.
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(2) When a vessel is laid up, normal manning may be
reduced appropriate to the status and operational
requirements of the vessel. Any reduction in
manning should be considered in consultation with
the relevant port or coastal State Authority.

(3) In some cases, the port or coastal State Authority
may wish to have the manning level in lay-up
approved by the MTD. The Company should then
advise the MTD — (Seafarers Affairs Section) of the

proposed level of safe manning.

(4) The MTD recommends that a suitably qualified
person should remain in charge of the vessel for the
proposed lay-up period and that the manning
available should include sufficient numbers of
trained persons to meet any emergency situation. In
such circumstances, communication must be
maintained with the local authorities so that further
assistance may be immediately obtained when
required. The following should be considered when
assessing appropriate manning levels:

a. the location of the vessel;

b. the equipment and systems remaining in
operation; and

c. the method by which the vessel is kept in
position (moorings, anchorage etc.).
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(5) Where

crew members or watchmen are
accommodated on board a vessel which is laid up,
appropriate welfare facilities are to be made
available. This is to include, as a minimum:

a. Adequate provision of, or access to, potable
water;

b. Adequate provision of, or access to, fresh food,

c. Adequate provision of, or access to, cooking,
cleaning, washing, sanitary and laundry
facilities. Care should be taken to ensure that
use of onboard facilities does not breach port
or harbour regulations;

d. Arrangements for access to medical facilities,
particularly for any emergencies; and

e. Adequate heating and lighting facilities.

f. If the galley equipment is electrical then
sufficient shore power should be available to
allow the galley to function.

g. Accommodation should be maintained in a
clean and habitable condition.

h. Individual sleeping berths with suitable bedding
should be provided for each person sleeping on
board.
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(6) The Company should take into account any
obligations for repatriation specified in the
Maritime Labour Convention, 2006.

(7) Any failure to provide a basic level of welfare
facilities will be regarded as a serious failure of the
Company’s Safety Management System and may
lead to further measures by the MTD, in addition to
any action which may be taken by the port or
coastal State.

7. Annual Inspections
(1) The Company should submit full details to MTD if
the duration of lay-up includes the window for the
annual inspection, thus, the anniversary date may be
suspended until the vessel is being prepared for
reactivation.

(2) 'Any failure to maintain the annual inspection
requirements without prior agreement with the
MTD will be regarded as an (ISM) non-conformity.

8. Layup Guidelines
(1) Vessel secured alongside berth — live ship
a. The Safe Manning Document does not apply.
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b. There should be sufficient Engineering
personnel to maintain systems but there is no
need to carry management level staff providing
alternative provision is made (with agreement
from the Port or Harbour Authority as they may
require full manning for constant readiness).

c. Continued safe mooring, fire and security risks
have to be taken into consideration. Specialist
shore based companies could be used to
provide personnel to cover these duties.

d. (SMC) and (ISSC) to remain valid and audits
and verifications to be carried out as required
by the (ISM) and (ISPS) Codes.

e. The Safety Management System and the Ship
Security Plan may need to be revised to cover
the activities required during the lay-up period,
particularly ongoing maintenance.

f. The Safety Management System and the Ship
Security Plan will require amendment to cover
the procedures that will be required for the ship
to come back into full operation.

g. A Declaration of Security between the ship and
the port facility would be required.

(2) Vessel Secured alongside berth — dead ship
a. The Safe Manning Document does not apply.
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b. There is no need to carry Marine personnel
providing the local Port or Harbour Authority
is in agreement.

c. Continued safe mooring, fire and security risks
have to be taken into consideration; specialist
shore based companies could be used to
provide personnel to cover these duties.

d. The (SMC) and (ISSC) will no longer be valid.

e. On reactivation the ship would be treated as a
new ship to the company and following
successful interim audit and verification
Interim (SMC) and Interim (ISSC) will be
issued.

f. A Declaration of Security between the ship and
the port facility would be required.

(3) Vessel at anchor — live ship

a. Agreement required with the MTD to suspend
Safe Manning Document.

b. There should be sufficient Engineering
personnel to maintain systems and include one
officer at management level.

c. There should be sufficient Deck personnel to
maintain safe anchor watch and include one
officer at management level.
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d. Fire and security risks have to be taken into
consideration with particular reference to the
situation where the security level 2 or 3 are
imposed.

e. Arrangements must be in agreement with the
Port or Harbour Authority requirements.
f. (SMC) and (ISSC) to remain valid and audits

and verifications to be carried out as required
by the (ISM) and (ISPS) Codes.

. The Safety Management System and the Ship
Security Plan may need to be revised to cover
the activities required during the lay-up period.

h. The Safety Management System and the Ship
Security Plan will require amendment to cover
the procedures that will be required for the ship
to come back into full operation.

i. If the lay-up lasts for longer than three months,
or a different crew takes the ship back into
operation, an additional (ISM) audit and (ISPS)
verification will be required.

j. A Declaration of Security between the ship and
the port facility would be required.

(4) Vessel at anchor - dead ship
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a. Continued safe mooring/anchorage, bilging, fire
and security risks have to be taken into
consideration;  specialist ~ shore  based
companies could be used to provide personnel
to cover these duties.

b. Arrangements must be in agreement with the
local authority requirements.

c. The (SMC) and (ISSC) will no longer be valid

d. On reactivation the ship would be treated as a
new ship to the company and following
successful interim audit and verification
Interim SMC and Interim ISSC will be issued.

e. A Declaration of Security between the ship and
the port facility would be required.

9. Miscellaneous
(1) Shore Power

a. If the vessel relies on shore power it should be
suitable and sufficient for safety and domestic
systems, it should be safely installed with
appropriate circuit breaker.

b. The capacity of the shore supply should be
sufficient to support the larger power-using
services, such as heating, lighting and
ventilation at the same time.
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c. The shore power supply should be sufficient to
run a fire pump and supply the fire and gas
detection systems.

(2) Alarms

a. The fire detection systems and other safety
alarms should be operational.

b. The alarms should sound loud and clear in the
accommodation and cabins.

c. The crew and other personnel should be aware
of how to summon outside help.

d. Telephone communications between the ship
and shore should be available.

e. The crew should be fully aware of and familiar
with emergency escape routes from the
accommodation spaces.

(3) Means of Escape

a. Escape routes are to be clearly marked and well
lit.

b. At least two separate means of escape to open
deck from the accommodation should be
available.
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c. A safe means of escape to shore is to be
maintained. If the gangway is lifted at night
arrangements should be made for it to be
lowered in an emergency.

d. If a fire in one location could block the escape,
an alternative is to be available.

e. All doors and hatches are to be in good working
order and easily opened, at least from the
inside.

£ Tire doors should be either self-closing or kept
closed.

(4) Fire Precautions

a. Fire dampers including external ventilation flaps
are to be in good working order. No
unauthorised cooking or heating appliances are
to be used.

b. The crew should be familiarised with safety
precautions, including their escape routes and
safety systems.

c. Consideration should be given to instructing the
crew in how to start a fire pump.

d. Fire extinguishers together with other
firefighting equipment’s and devices should be
in date for maintenance and testing. All crew
members should know there whereabouts and
how to use them.
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10. Re-commissioning

(1) This will be a matter for the Company and the
Recognised Organisation to consider. While re-
commissioning the vessel, the manning must be
kept under review taking into account the
reactivation of machinery and equipment and the
associated hazards, including potential fire risk.

(2) All previously cancelled, suspended or outdated
certificates, audits and inspections are to be
revalidated and the manning restored to that
required by the Safe Manning Document before the
vessel sails from her port of lay-up.

For any inquiry please refer to MTD at the address listed
below or visit MTD website at the following link:
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The abovementioned instructions shall enter into Y14 gla ) B 3diil) Jas oMo B ) gSdall cilagladl) JANS
force on 1% of May 2019

Thanks for your cooperation. S0 gl oK1 g SLE

Registrar of Kuwaiti Ships
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