Date: 11 May, 2015

ClassNK PSC Bulletin [~ NK-PSC-01

Attachment Ne/LYes: 3 page(s)

Title:

Fixed Local Application Fire-Fighting Systems

Typical deficiency (outline of comment) by PSC:

Fixed local fire-fighting systems are inoperative for emergency use

Port State Country: USA Port: All ports in USA
Action taken by PSC: Detention-/Rectify-before Departure/Others — 1}
Description:

United States Coast Guard (USCG) has recently observed the operational readiness of fixed local
fire-fighting systems** during PSC inspections.

Systems were found incapable of immediate operation for emergency use as follows:
(1) Water supply valves were set in the closed position.
(2) Systems were found placed in manual instead of automatic mode.

ltem (2) above is concern of ships which have both automatic and manual release capabilities**.
When the fire-fighting system is placed in the system of manual release, additional fire detection
sensors and alarms for automatic release capability designated to detect and identify a local fire
quickly are not capable of operation.

Before entering ports in the U.S., all ships concerned with the above must ensure that (1) water
supply valves are opened and (2) the fixed local fire-fighting system is placed in the automatic
mode.

Please refer to the attached photos (Attachment 1) and Marine Safety Information Bulletin issued
by United States Coast Guard (Attachment 2).

*1: The requirement of SOLAS 11-2/10.5.6 for ships of 2,000 gross tonnage and above with Category
A machinery spaces above 500m? in volume. The requirement applies ships constructed on or
after 1 July 2002.

*2: Additional requirement for periodically unattended machinery spaces required by SOLAS
[1-2/10.5.6.2, i.e., ships with the Notation (MO) / Installations Characters MO.

-The End-




Attachment 1

(1) Water supply valves to be always opened
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(2) Automatic operating mode to be ready



Attachment 2

Marine Safety Information Bulletin

Commandant MEIE Number: £1-13

U.5. Coast Guard Date: December §, 2013
Inspections and Compliance Directorate Comntact: LCDE. Michasl Lendvay
2703 Martin Luther King It Ave S5E, Swop 7501 Phone: {207) 372-1218
Washington, DC 20503-7501 E-Mail- CGCVCEuscg mil

Fixed Water-Based Local Application Fire-Fighting Systems

This bulletin addresses the intenfional secuming of fixed water-based fire fighting systems onboard certain vessels.

L

spaces onboard vessels are particularly high risk areas for fires. Locations such as mam and auxiliary
engine tops, fiel oil punfiers, bumers and incinerator wrners are major areas of concern. Fires m these areas
can spread very quickly, causing serious damage placing vessels, their crews, and the ports they visit at isk. To
protect aganst this fire nsk, Category A machinery spaces containing cil-fired beilers or oil firel tmits nmst be
fitted with a ﬁxedﬁm—mhngmshmgsystun{SﬂLﬂS]]—l-’lﬂi 1.1). In addition, Category A machinery spaces
above 500 o’ in vohmme nmst have an approved type of fixed water-based or equivalent local application fire-
extinguishing system (SOLAS TT-2/10.5.6.1). This fixed water-based local application fire-fighting system is
intended to protect the crew and affected machmery quuckly, and without the necessity of engine shutdown,
persomme] evacuation, of sealing the space.

Where the Category A machinery space protected by the local application fire-extingnishing system is
peniodically unattended . the system nmst be provided with both automatic and mameal release capability.

During recent port state confrol examinations, wmits have observed fized water based fire-fighting systems that
protect periodically-unattended Category A machmery spaces seoimed esther by closing supply valves or
otherwise placing the system in 3 mamal mode of operation. Dioing so disables the system’s quick response

capability, reducing the effectiveness of the system by not having 1t ready for immedhate use when the
space is umattended. Vessels fomd in such a condition may be at risk for a port state control
detention.

When the system that requores automatic operation capability is placed n mannal mode, the sensors and alarms
are not engaged; increasing the chances a fire will spread in an 1mattended machmery space. Ships which

operate with periodically-umattended machinery spaces mmst therefore ensure any local application water-based
fire-extingmshing systems are placed in automatic mode whenever the protected machinery space is mmattended.

In the case of contimously-mamed machimery spaces, meluding spaces served by a contmuously-mamned
engine contrel room. the fire extingmshing system is only required to have mameal release capability.

Questions regarding thas 1ssue should be forwarded to the Office of Commercial Vessel Comphiance, Foreign and
Offshore Vessel Division (CG-CVC-2) at 202-372-1218 dunng regular business hours or by email at
CGOVC@useg.mil

Commander Michael B. Zampenni, Chuef, Forelgn and Offshore Vessel Compliance Division (CG-CVC-2) n the
Office of Commercial Vessel Compliance sends.
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This releaze has been izued for public mpformation and nefficaion purposes only.



