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Title:   

Fixed Local Application Fire-Fighting Systems 

Typical deficiency (outline of comment) by PSC:   

 Fixed local fire-fighting systems are inoperative for emergency use 

Port State Country: USA Port: All ports in USA 

Action taken by PSC:  Detention / Rectify before Departure / Others (                ) 

Description:   

 

United States Coast Guard (USCG) has recently observed the operational readiness of fixed local 

fire-fighting systems*
1
 during PSC inspections. 

 

Systems were found incapable of immediate operation for emergency use as follows: 

(1) Water supply valves were set in the closed position. 

(2) Systems were found placed in manual instead of automatic mode. 

 

Item (2) above is concern of ships which have both automatic and manual release capabilities*
2
. 

When the fire-fighting system is placed in the system of manual release, additional fire detection 

sensors and alarms for automatic release capability designated to detect and identify a local fire 

quickly are not capable of operation. 

 

Before entering ports in the U.S., all ships concerned with the above must ensure that (1) water 

supply valves are opened and (2) the fixed local fire-fighting system is placed in the automatic 

mode. 

 

Please refer to the attached photos (Attachment 1) and Marine Safety Information Bulletin issued 

by United States Coast Guard (Attachment 2). 

 

*1: The requirement of SOLAS II-2/10.5.6 for ships of 2,000 gross tonnage and above with Category 

A machinery spaces above 500m
3
 in volume. The requirement applies ships constructed on or 

after 1 July 2002. 

*2: Additional requirement for periodically unattended machinery spaces required by SOLAS 

II-2/10.5.6.2, i.e., ships with the Notation (M0) / Installations Characters M0. 

 

-The End- 

 



Attachment 1 

 

 

 

 

 

(1) Water supply valves to be always opened 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

(2) Automatic operating mode to be ready 
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