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To whom it may concern 

This is to inform you that the International Convention for the Control and Management of Ships' 
Ballast Water and Sediments (BWM Convention) will enter into force on 8 September 2017. 
 
Finland ratified the Convention on 8 September 2016 and the total number of contracting States to the 
BWM Convention has reached 52, representing 35.1441% of the world merchant shipping tonnage, 
which satisfies the condition of entry into force threshold of 30 States, representing 35% of the world 
merchant shipping tonnage. 
 
The BWM Convention was adopted in 2004 in order to prevent the adverse effects to the maritime 
environment caused by the transfer of ballast water. On or after 8 September 2017 and prior to the 
implementation deadline for Ballast Water Management Systems (BWMS), ships engaged on 
international voyages are required to conduct ballast water exchange offshore. On or after the 
implementation deadline for BWMS, the ships are required to conduct ballast water exchange through 
BWMS. The implementation deadline for BWMS, according to IMO Resolution A.1088(28) and 
MEPC 69, is shown on the following Table 1. 
 
Table 1:  
The implementation deadline for BWMS, according to IMO Resolution A.1088(28) and MEPC 69 
Keel laid  Ballast water capacity  Implementation deadline for BWMS 
Before  
8 September 2017  All vessels(*) By the first renewal survey associated with the IOPP 

Certificate after 8 September 2017. 
On or after  
8 September 2017 All vessels(*) By the completion date of the construction 

(*): Surveys and certifications are required only for vessels of 400GT or more, excluding Floating 
platform, FSU and FPSO. 

 
The BWM Convention and the Guidelines are available on our website. 
https://www.classnk.or.jp/hp/en/activities/statutory/ballastwater/index.html 
 
Contracting States to the BWM Convention are shown in the list "Status of conventions" on the IMO's 
website. 
http://www.imo.org/About/Conventions/StatusOfConventions/Pages/Default.aspx 
 

(To be continued) 
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ClassNK Technical Information about survey and issuance of the BWM Certificate will follow soon. 
 
 
For any questions about the above, please contact: 
 
[For questions on Ballast Water Treatment Plant] 
NIPPON KAIJI KYOKAI (ClassNK) 
Material and Equipment Department, Administration Center Annex, Head Office 
Address: 3-3 Kioi-cho, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 102-0094, Japan  
Tel.: +81-3-5226-2020 
Fax: +81-3-5226-2057 
E-mail: eqd@classnk.or.jp 
 
[For questions on survey for existing ships] 
Survey Department, Administration Center Annex, Head Office 
Address: 3-3 Kioi-cho, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 102-0094, Japan 
Tel.: +81-3-5226-2027 
Fax: +81-3-5226-2029 
E-mail: svd@classnk.or.jp 
 
[For other questions] 
Machinery Department, Administration Center Annex, Head Office 
Address: 3-3 Kioi-cho, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 102-0094, Japan 
Tel.: +81-3-5226-2023 
Fax: +81-3-5226-2024 
E-mail: mcd@classnk.or.jp 
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