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To whom it may concern

A summary of the decisions and discussions taken at the seventy eighth session of the Maritime Safety
Committee (MSC 78) held from 12 to 21 May 2004 is given hereunder for your information.

1. Adoption of Mandatory Instruments
The following amendments to the 1974 SOLAS Convention, IMDG Code were adopted at this
session.

(1) PMA (refer to Attachment 1)
The amendments to SOLAS regulation II-1/3-6 and the revised “Technical Provisions for
Means of Access for Inspections” were adopted at this session. In December 2003, the
Assembly at its 23rd session, instructed the DE Sub-Committee to consider concerns raised
by Greece, that the current PMA regulations adopted at MSC76 are impractical and unsafe
regarding the extent of permanent means of access required for cargo tanks and ballast tanks.
The Sub-Committee (DE47) prepared draft amendments to the PMA regulations to address
the Greek concerns, and MSC78 considered and adopted them. They are somewhat more
relaxed than the ones adopted at MSC76.
Although the amendments are expected to enter into force on 1 January 2006, MSC78 agreed
that Contracting Governments to the Convention may apply the amended PMA regulations
in advance from 1 January 2005, in lieu of the current PMA regulations adopted by MSC76.

(2) Immersion Suits (reference to the Attachment 2)
The amendment to SOLAS regulation III/32.3 concerning carriage requirements for
immersion suits was adopted at this session, as scheduled for entry into force on 1 July 2006.
Cargo ships regardless of construction date will be required to provide immersion suits for
every person onboard. However, ships other than bulk carriers as defined in SOLAS chapter
IX, may be exempted from providing those immersion suits if the ship is constantly engaged
on voyages in warm climates where, in the opinion of the Administration, immersion suits
are unnecessary. Existing ships constructed before 1 July 2006 are to carry immersion suits
for every person onboard not later than the first SE Survey on or after 1 July 2006.
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(3) Inspection, maintenance and drills for life-saving appliances (reefer to Attachment 2)
The amendments to SOLAS regulations III/19 and 20 concerning inspection, maintenance
and drills for life-saving appliances were adopted at this session, as scheduled for entry into
force on 1 July 2006.

(4) Satellite EPIRBs maintenance (refer to Attachment 2)
The amendments to SOLAS regulation IV/15 concerning the Satellite EPIRBs maintenance
required at an approved shore-based maintenance facility every five years were adopted at
this session, as scheduled for entry into force on 1 July 2006.

(5) IMDG Code
The 32nd amendments to the International Maritime Dangerous Goods (IMDG) Code based
on the 13th revised edition of the UN Recommendation on the Transport of the Dangerous
Goods were adopted at this session. Although the amendments are expected to enter into
force on 1 January 2006, MSC78 agreed that Contracting Governments to the Convention
may apply the amendments in whole or in part on a voluntary basis as from 1 January 2005.

2. Bulk Carrier Safety
MSC78 decided to not make double-side skin construction mandatory for new bulk carriers of
150m in length and above carrying high-density cargoes of 1,000kg/m3 and above in bulk, even
though MSC76 held in December 2002 had agreed to make this mandatory. Nevertheless, the
requirements for double-side skin construction as an optional alternative to single-side skin
construction were developed with a view to ensuring equivalency to safety on the side shell
structures of single-side skin bulk carriers.
(Please refer to Technical Information No. TEC-0498, TEC-0532)

(1) Approval of amendments to SOLAS chapter XII
MSC78 approved the draft amendments to SOLAS chapter XII to reflect this decision with a
view to adoption at MSC79 that will be held in December this year, for scheduled entry into
force on 1 June 2006. The main points of the draft amendments to SOLAS chapter XII are as
follows:
(i) New definition of “Bulk Carriers”

The definition of “Bulk Carriers” in SOLAS chapter XII will be changed as follows:
“Bulk carrier means a ship which is intended primarily to carry dry cargo in bulk,
including such types as ore carriers and combination carriers.”

(ii) Stability and strength requirements for double-side skin construction
For new double-side skin bulk carriers of 150m in length and upwards with a double
side skin space less than B/5 wide, designed to carry bulk cargoes having a density of
1,000kg/m3 and above, the requirements for damage stability and structural strength to
withstand flooding of any one cargo hold in all conditions will be required.

(To be continued)
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(iii) Requirements for double-side skin space
For new double-side skin bulk carriers of 150m in length and upwards, the double side
skin space should be arranged such that:
(a) the minimum distance between the outer shell and the inner shell at any transverse

section not be less than 1,000 mm,
(b) the minimum width of clear passage through the double side skin space be not less

than 600 mm,
(c) the minimum clearance between the inner surfaces of the frames not be less than

600 mm / 800 mm where inner and outer skins are transversely / longitudinally
framed respectively, and

(d) there be coating of double-side skin spaces to be specified in near future.
(iv) Stability instruments

New bulk carriers of less than 150m in length are to be fitted with a loading computer
and software providing information on the ship’s intact stability.

(v) Alternate hold loading ban
Existing single-side skin bulk carriers of 150m in length and upward carrying cargoes
having a density of 1,780kg/m3 and above, if not in compliance with SOLAS regulation
XII/5.1 and IACS UR S12 (rev.2.1) or UR S31, shall be banned from sailing with any
hold empty in the full load condition (greater than 90% of the ship’s deadweight at the
relevant assigned freeboard) after reaching 10 years of age. The term “hold empty”
means loaded to less than 10% of the hold’s maximum allowable cargo weight.

(2) Free-fall lifeboat
MSC78 approved the draft amendment to SOLAS regulation III/31 that new bulk carriers as
defined in SOLAS chapter IX are to be provided with free-fall lifeboats instead of davit-type
lifeboats, with a view to adoption at MSC79, for scheduled entry into force on 1 June 2006.

3. S-VDR on Existing Ships

(1) SOLAS regulation V/20
The draft amendment to SOLAS regulation V/20, concerning making the carriage of a
Simplified Voyage Data Recorder on existing cargo ships constructed before 1 July 2002
mandatory, was approved at this session with a view to adoption at MSC79.
The implementation schedule is to be as follows:
- cargo ships of 20,000 GT and upward, at the first scheduled drydocking after 1 July 2006

but not later than 1 July 2009, and
- cargo ships of 3,000 GT and upward but less than 20,000 GT, at the first scheduled

drydocking after 1 July 2007 but not later than 1 July 2010.

(2) Performance Standards for S-VDR
Regarding the making carriage of S-VDR on existing cargo ships mandatory, the
“Performance standards for shipborne simplified voyage data recorders (S-VDRs)” was
adopted.

(To be continued)
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4. Other Approved Mandatory Instruments
The following mandatory instruments expected to be adopted at MSC79 were approved at this
session.

(1) the amendments to SOLAS II-1/45, the IBC Code and the IGC Code, concerning electrical
installations in hazardous areas onboard and referring to the standards of IEC 60092-
502:1999 “Electrical installations in ships-Tankers”,

(2) the amendments to SOLAS V/19.2.5 to reintroduce the mandatory carriage of a gyro repeater
at the main steering position, (which was omitted from 2000 Amendments by mistake), and

(3) the amendments to the FTP Code relating to the sulphur dioxide (SO2) gas concentration for
floor coverings.

5. Other information
During MSC78, it was noted that the requirements for the entry into force of MARPOL 73/78
Annex VI “Regulations on Prevention of Air Pollution from ships” had been fulfilled on 18 May
2004. MARPOL 73/78 Annex VI will, therefore, enter into force on 19 May 2005 in accordance
with the Article 15(2) of MARPOL 73/78.

For any questions about the above, please contact:

NIPPON KAIJI KYOKAI (ClassNK)
External Affairs Division, Administration Center, Head Office
Address: 4-7 Kioi-cho, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 102-8567, Japan
Tel.: +81-3-5226-2038
Fax: +81-3-5226-2039
E-mail: xad@classnk.or.jp

Attachment:

1. Amendments to SOLAS regulation II-1/3-6 and the revised Technical Provisions
2. Amendments to SOLAS regulations III/19, 20, 32 and IV/15






























