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To whom it may concern

This is a summary of the decisions taken at the fifty-second session of the Marine Environment
Protection Committee (MEPC 52) held from 11 to 15 October 2004.

1. Adoption of Mandatory Instruments
The revised MARPOL 73/78 Annex I, MARPOL 73/78 Annex II and IBC Code were adopted at
this session.
(1) MARPOL 73/78 - Annex I (See Attachment 1)

The revised MARPOL Annex I for the prevention of pollution by oil from ships was adopted
and is expected to enter into force on 1 January 2007.
As a result of various amendments to MARPOL Annex I since its entry into force in 1983,
the regulations become quite in complicated for users. For the purpose of making them user-
friendly, MARPOL Annex I was re-constructed. For your reference, a table of contents of
revised text is attached. In addition, the revised MARPOL Annex I contains the following
new requirements approved at previous sessions.
(i) Oman area (Reg. 1)

The Oman area of the Arabian Sea is designated as a Special Area under MARPOL
Annex I.

(ii) Pump-room bottom protection (Reg. 22)
For oil tankers of 5,000DWT and above constructed on or after 1 January 2007, the
pump-room shall be provided with a double bottom tank or space. The depth of double
bottom should not less than B/15 meters or 2 meters, whichever is lesser (the minimum
1 meter).

(iii) Accidental oil outflow performance (Reg. 23)
Oil tankers delivered on or after 1 January 2010 shall be applied new regulation 23,
instead of the current regulations 22 to 24, to specify the tank arrangement for
preventing oil outflow in the event of stranding and collision. In this
regard, ”Explanatory notes on matters related to the accidental oil outflow performance”
was also adopted.

(iv) Shipboard oil pollution emergency plan (Reg. 37)
All oil tankers of 5,000 DWT and above shall have prompt access to computerised,
shore-based damage stability and residual structure strength calculation programs.

(To be continued)
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(2) MARPOL 73/78 - Annex II (See Attachment 2)
The revised MARPOL Annex II for the control of pollution by noxious liquid substances in
bulk was adopted and is expected to enter into force on 1 January 2007.
The main point of revisions is the change of pollution category system of noxious liquid
substances from a “5- category system” (A, B, C, D and III (other liquid substance)) to a “4-
category system” (X, Y, Z and OS (other substance)).
The revised MARPOL Annex II contains various amendments such as stripping requirement,
discharge requirement, etc. As the construction of the rules is changed, for your reference, a
table of contents of re-constructed MARPOL Annex II is attached.

(3) IBC Code (See Attachment 3)
The revised IBC Code, which reflects the revised MARPOL Annex II, was approved and is
expected to enter into force on 1 January 2007. The safety matters in the revised IBC Code
will be reviewed at MSC 79 with a view to adoption.
The revised IBC Code includes 575 products under chapters 17 and 18, which were re-
evaluated in accordance with the revised criteria on pollution category and ship type. For
your reference, the revised chapters 17 and 18 are attached.
There remain 187 products removed from either chapter 17 or 18 due to insufficient data to
re-evaluate their pollution category and ship type. These products will be re-evaluated by the
Expert Group when the required data are submitted to GESAMP. The re-evaluated products
will be informed by MEPC. 2/Circ., usually issued and circulated in December each year.

2. Mandatory Instruments to be adopted by MEPC53 (in July 2005)
MEPC 53 is expected to adopt amendments to MARPOL Annex VI and NOx Technical Code
concerning the issue on “fa factor”, “the North Sea as a SOx emission control area” and “the
introduction of HSSC system”. These amendments have been approved at previous sessions, but
the adoptions were put in abeyance until MARPOL Annex VI enters into force. Having noting
that MARPOL Annex VI will enter into force on 19 May 2005, MEPC 52 decided the
amendments with a view to adoption at MEPC 53.

3. Ballast water management
The development of guidelines (G1 to G13) for the International Convention on Ballast Water
Management for Ships was agreed at MEPC 51. “The Guidelines for approval of ballast water
management systems (G8)” and “Procedure for approval of active substances (G9)” were agreed,
in principle, at this session for adoption at MEPC 53. The other Guidelines will be further
considered at the Sub-Committee on Bulk Liquids and Gases at its ninth session held in April
(BLG9) and MEPC in due course.

(To be continued)
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4. Implementation date of the revised guideline for pollution prevention equipment (Res. MEPC.
107(49))
MEPC 52 clarified the implementation date on the revised guidelines for bilge separators and
bilge alarms, which are specified in resolution MEPC. 107(49) adopted at MEPC 49 last year as
follows:
- under paragraph 1. 3. 1. 1 of the revised guidelines, installations fitted on or after 1 January

2005 to ships whose keels were laid before that date NEED NOT meet the revised guidelines:
and

- under paragraph 1. 3. 1. 2 of the revised guidelines, “new” installations should be interpreted as
“replacement” installations and “fitted” should be interpreted as “ordered” on or after 1 January
2005, to ships whose keels were laid before 1 January 2005.

Therefore, the revised guidelines should be apply:
- to installations fitted to ships constructed on or after 1 January 2005: and
- to installations ordered on or after 1 January 2005 for replacement to ships constructed before 1

January 2005.

A summary of the outcomes of MEPC 52 is also available on the IMO web-site (http://www.imo.org).

For any questions about the above, please contact:

NIPPON KAIJI KYOKAI (ClassNK)
External Affairs Division, Administration Center, Head Office
Address: 4-7 Kioi-cho, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 102-8567, Japan
Tel.: +81-3-5226-2038
Fax: +81-3-5226-2039
E-mail: xad@classnk.or.jp

Attachment:

1. A table of contents of the Revised MARPOL 73/78 Annex I
2. A table of contents of the Revised MARPOL 73/78 Annex II
3. Chapters 17 and 18 in the Revised IBC Code


















































