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To whom it may concern

A summary of the decisions and discussions taken at the seventy ninth session of the Maritime Safety
Committee (MSC 79) held from 1 to 10 December 2004 is given hereunder for your information.

1. Adoption of Mandatory Instruments – Bulk Carrier Safety related
The discussion of Bulk Carrier Safety issues starting from 1998 was closed at this session. The
revised SOLAS Chapter XII to specify additional safety measures for bulk carriers and the
amendment to SOLAS Regulation III/31 to make the carriage of free-fall lifeboat mandatory were
adopted at this session and will enter into force on 1 July 2006.

(1) Revised SOLAS Chapter XII (refer to Attachment 1)
The main points of the revised SOLAS Chapter XII are as follows:
(i) New definition of “Bulk Carriers” (Reg.1)

The definition of “Bulk Carriers” in SOLAS chapter XII will be changed as follows:
“Bulk carrier means a ship which is intended primarily to carry dry cargo in bulk,
including such types as ore carriers and combination carriers.”
For the purpose of the revised SOLAS chapter XII, the new definition will contain
“ships intended primarily to carry dry cargo in bulk” regardless of cross section of ship
as well as typical bulk carriers arranged with top-side tanks and bilge hopper tanks as
defined in SOLAS chapter IX.
(Note) Ships such as a chip carrier, an open type bulk carrier and a general cargo ship,
etc. will fall into the definition of bulk carriers from 1 July 2006 due to the revised
SOLAS XII. Nevertheless, the requirements of the revised SOLAS chapter XII do not
apply to these type ships constructed before 1 July 2006.

(ii) Stability and strength requirements for double-side skin construction (Reg.4.2 & 5.2)
For new bulk carriers of 150 m in length and upwards with a double side skin space less
than B/5 or 11.5 meter in width and designed to carry bulk cargoes having a density of
1,000kg/m3 and above, the requirements of damage stability and structural strength to
withstand flooding of any one cargo hold in all conditions will be required.

(iii) Requirements for double-side skin space (Reg.6.2, 6.3 & 6.4)
For new double-side skin bulk carriers of 150 m in length and upwards, the double side
skin space should be arranged such that:
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(a) the minimum distance between the outer shell and the inner shell at any transverse
section be not less than 1,000 mm,

(b) the minimum width of clear passage through the double side skin space be not less
than 600 mm,

(c) the minimum clearance between the inner surfaces of the frames not be less than
600 mm / 800 mm where inner and outer skins are transversely / longitudinally
framed respectively, and

(d) double-side skin spaces and all ballast tanks be coated, and
(e) the banning of the carriage of cargo in double-side skin spaces

(iv) Structural redundancy (Reg.6.5)
Although the mandatory requirement of double-side skin construction for new bulk
carriers was not agreed at the last session, new requirements of structural redundancy
was adopted so that single failure of one stiffening structural member will not lead to
immediate consequential failure. The new requirement should apply to new bulk
carriers of 150 m in length and upward, carrying solid bulk cargoes having a density of
1,000kg/m3 and above.

(v) Maintenance of hatch covers (Reg.7.2)
“Standards for owners’ inspection and maintenance of bulk carrier hatch
covers”(Resolution MSC.169(79)) was adopted as a mandatory requirement. All bulk
carriers should comply with the new standards from 1 July 2006.

(vi) Stability instruments (Reg.11.3)
New bulk carriers of less than 150 m in length are to be fitted with a loading computer
and software providing information on the ship’s intact stability.

(vii) Alternate hold loading ban (Reg.14)
Existing single-side skin bulk carriers of 150 m in length and upward carrying cargoes
having a density of 1,780kg/m3 and above, if not in compliance with SOLAS regulation
XII/5.1 and IACS UR S12 (rev. 2.1) or UR S31, shall be banned from sailing with any
hold empty in the full load condition (greater than 90% of the ship’s deadweight at the
relevant assigned freeboard) after reaching 10 years of age from 1 July 2006. The term
“hold empty” means loaded to less than 10% of the hold’s maximum allowable cargo
weight.
IACS UR S12 (rev. 2.1) or UR S31 were adopted as new IMO mandatory requirements
(Resolution MSC.169(79)) .

(2) Free-fall lifeboat (refer to Attachment 1)
The amendment to SOLAS regulation III/31 to require new bulk carriers as defined in
SOLAS chapter IX to provide with free-fall lifeboats instead of davit-type lifeboats was
adopted.

(3) New definition of “Bulk carrier” of SOLAS chapter II-1 (refer to Attachment 1)
With respect to the amended definition of SOLAS chapter XII, the definition of “Bulk
carrier” same as chapter XII was newly added on chapter II-2.
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2. Adoption of Mandatory Instruments – Other than Bulk Carrier Safety related
The following amendments to the 1974 SOLAS Convention, IBC Code, IGC Code, etc were
adopted at this session and will enter into force on 1 July 2006 except IBC Code.

(1) S-VDR on Existing ships (refer to Attachment 1)
The draft amendment to SOLAS regulation V/20, concerning making the carriage of a
Simplified Voyage Data Recorder on existing cargo ships constructed before 1 July 2002
mandatory, was adopted.
The implementation schedule is to be as follows:
- cargo ships of 20,000 GT and upward, at the first scheduled dry-docking after 1 July 2006
but not later than 1 July 2009, and
- cargo ships of 3,000 GT and upward but less than 20,000 GT, at the first scheduled dry-
docking after 1 July 2007 but not later than 1 July 2010.
Administrations may exempt from the requirements to fit with S-VDR when the ships will
be taken permanently out of service within two years after the implementation date specified
above.

(2) Electrical installations (refer to Attachment 1)
The amendments to SOLAS regulation II-1/45.11, the IBC Code chapter 10 and the IGC
Code chapter 10, concerning electrical installations in hazardous areas onboard referring to
the standards of IEC 60092-502:1999 “Electrical installations in ships-Tankers” were
adopted. New ships constructed on or after 1 January 2007 should comply with these
requirements.
The amendments to the requirements of IBC Code with respect to the electrical installations
and other safety aspects agreed at this session and were incorporated into the revised IBC
Code adopted at MEPC52 held in October last year. The revised IBC Code was formally
adopted at this session.

(3) Watertight test for doors (refer to Attachment 1)
The amendments to SOLAS regulation II-1/18 concerning the prototype test on water-tight
door on passenger ships and cargo ships was adopted. Where water-tight tests on doors
onboard during new construction stage are impracticable, the prototype tests are allowed in
lieu of such tests. This prototype test should apply a pressure corresponding to the head
required for the intended location.

(4) Gyro repeater (refer to Attachment 1)
The amendments to SOLAS regulation V/19.2.5 to reintroduce the mandatory carriage of a
gyro repeater at the main steering position, which was omitted from 2000 Amendments by
mistake, was adopted.

(5) FTP Code
The amendment to the FTP Code (Part 2, regulation 2.6.2) to limit sulphur dioxide (SO2) gas
concentration for floor coverings to 120 ppm was adopted.

(6) 2000 HSC Code
The amendment to the 2000 HSC Code (regulation 2.2.1.1) concerning damage on buoyant
spaces was adopted.
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(7) Forms of Certificate
The certificate forms are partly revised:
(i) to identify the completion date of the survey in all certificates, and
(ii) to add items concerning “S-VDR” and “IAMSAR Manual, Volume III” on SE

Certificate due to the relevant SOLAS amendments.

3. Approved Mandatory Instruments
The following mandatory instruments were approved at this session with a view to the adoption at
MSC80 held in May 2005.

(1) draft amendments to SOLAS chapter II-1, part B concerning damage stability requirements,
(2) draft new SOLAS regulation II-1/3-7 to require construction drawings to be maintained on

board and shore,
(3) draft new SOLAS regulation II-1/3-8 concerning towing and mooring equipment,
(4) draft new SOLAS regulation II-1/23-3 to be fitted with water level detectors on single hold

cargo ships other than bulk carriers (new and existing ships),
(5) draft amendment to SOLAS V/19 to require AIS information to be presented to the OOW

(Officer On Watch), and
(6) draft amendments to Resolution A.744(18) to newly introduce the requirements of enhanced

survey programme for double hull tankers and to incorporate some elements of CAS
(Condition Assessment Scheme).

4. Revised BC Code
MSC 79 adopted the revised BC Code (Code of Safe Practice for Solid Bulk Cargoes) to provide
practical guidance on the procedures to be followed and the appropriate precautions to be taken in
the loading, trimming, carriage and discharge of bulk cargoes with a view to promoting the safe
stowage and shipment of solid bulk cargoes.
The last MSC decided to make the BC Code mandatory requirement in future and the DSC Sub-
committee will identify mandatory and recommendatory parts of the BC Code in accordance with
the MSC instruction. Timetable on mandatory implementation of the BC Code is scheduled
January 2011.

For any questions about the above, please contact:

NIPPON KAIJI KYOKAI (ClassNK)
External Affairs Division, Administration Center, Head Office
Address: 4-7 Kioi-cho, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 102-8567, Japan
Tel.: +81-3-5226-2038
Fax: +81-3-5226-2039
E-mail: xad@classnk.or.jp

Attachment:

1. Amendments to SOLAS regulations (Resolution MSC.170(79))




























