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To whom it may concern 

As already advised by ClassNK Technical Information No.TEC-0771 dated 13 May 2009, marine 
diesel engines with a power output of more than 5,000 kW and a per cylinder displacement at or above 
90 litres installed on ships constructed on or after 1 January 1990 but prior to 1 January 2000 are to 
comply with Tier I emission limits using an Approved Method, provided that an Approved Method for 
that engine has been certified by an Administration (Reg. 13.7.1 of ANNEX VI).  
 
On 4 February 2011, the Administration of Germany notified the IMO that they had certified an 
Approved Method for the WÄRTSILÄ RTA engines listed in the table below.  As a result, on 17 
February 2011, the IMO published the related information in MEPC.1/Circ.743 as shown in 
Attachment 1. (This is the second case in which an Approved Method was certified by an 
Administration. The first case was the Approved Method for the MAN B&W S70MC engine whose 
relevant information was described in ClassNK Technical Information No.TEC-0836).  The 
Approved Method for the WÄRTSILÄ RTA engines is applicable to the individual diesel engines only 
as listed in the MEPC Circular. 
 

Engine Type Manufacturer Description of Approved Method 

RTA52 
RTA52U 
RTA58T 
RTA62 
RTA62U 
RTA72 
RTA72U 
RTA84C 
RTA84CU 
RTA84M 
RTA84T-B 
RTA96C 

 
 
 
 
 
Wärtsilä Switzerland Ltd. 

 
 
 
 
 
NOx-optimized injection timing 

 
 
 

(To be continued) 
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The Approved Method is to be applied, in principle, by no later than the first renewal survey that 
occurs 12 months or more after it has been submitted to the IMO after having been certified by the 
Administration.  Therefore, with the aforementioned notification by the Administration of Germany, 
application of the Approved Method will become mandatory by no later than the first renewal survey 
for IAPP Certification that occurs on or after 5 February 2012.  As described in the German letter 
which is attached to the MEPC Circular, please contact the engine manufacturer about the detailed 
information of the Approved Method for each diesel engine. 
 
 
For any questions about the above, please contact: 
 
NIPPON KAIJI KYOKAI (ClassNK) 
Machinery Department, Administration Center, Head Office 
Address: 4-7 Kioi-cho, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 102-8567, Japan 
Tel.: +81-3-5226-2022 / 2023 
Fax: +81-3-5226-2024 
E-mail: mcd@classnk.or.jp 
 
 
Attachment: 
1. MEPC.1/Circ.743 
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4 ALBERT EMBANKMENT 

LONDON SE1 7SR 
Telephone: +44 (0)20 7735 7611 Fax: +44 (0)20 7587 3210 

 
Ref. T5/1.01 MEPC.1/Circ.743
 17 February 2011

 
INFORMATION ON AN APPROVED METHOD UNDER MARPOL ANNEX VI 

 
Communication received from the  

Administration of Germany 
 
 
1 In accordance with the provisions of regulation 13.7.1 of MARPOL Annex VI,  
a communication has been received from the Administration of Germany concerning 
certification of an approved method for marine diesel engines.  The details are annexed 
hereto, and hereby circulated to Parties to MARPOL Annex VI and Member States of the 
Organization for information and appropriate action. 
 
2 It should be noted that, for marine diesel engines with a power output of more  
than 5,000 kW and a per cylinder displacement at or above 90 litres installed on a ship 
constructed on or after 1 January 1990 but prior to 1 January 2000, installation of an 
approved method is required if the approved method for those engines have been certified 
by an Administration of a Party, or alternatively, for such engines, certification as provided for 
under regulation 13.7.1.2 of MARPOL Annex VI. 
 
3 As the Administration of Germany notified the Organization of the certification of an 
approved method for engines specified in the annex to this circular on 4 February 2011, 
installation of the method for those engines will be mandatory no later than the first renewal 
survey for the ship's International Air Pollution Prevention Certificate, which occurs on or 
after 5 February 2012, subject to commercial availability. 
 
4 Member Governments are invited to bring this circular to the attention of their 
Administrations, relevant shipping organizations, recognized organizations, shipping 
companies and other stakeholders, and encourage them to take action as appropriate. 
 
 

***
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ANNEX 
 

APPROVED METHOD FOR WÄRTSILÄ RTA 
 
 

Specification of the Engine 

Approved method 
complies with the 

following 
requirements 

Date of 
notification 

Engine 
type 

Designer/Manufacturer 
Description of 

approved method
Reg. 

13.7.5.1 
Reg. 

13.7.5.2 
RTA52 
RTA52U 
RTA58T 
RTA62 
RTA62U 
RTA72 
RTA72U 
RTA84C 
RTA84CU 
RTA84M 
RTA84T-B 
RTA96C 

Wärtsilä 
Switzerland Ltd. 

NOx-optimized 
injection timing* 

  
4 Feb. 
2011 

 
* Individual scope of delivery for each engine can be obtained from the designer of the 

approved method. 
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